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THe PRESIDENT: Dr. Seidl, ycu can 20 cn with ycur witnessesSe 
You have the defendant himself to call and several othar witnesseSe 

DR. SEIDL: Very well. 

THS PRESIDENT: And the documents will no dacubt be ready by 
Chen. We are rising at half past four, and by the time that the 
Tribunal reassenbles, by Tuesday morning, no doubt all the docu- 
nents will bə ready. As to your application, The Tribunal has 
ccnsidered the application and sees no reason to depart from their 
ordinary rule that the defendant shculd be called first; that is 
to say, if you intend tc call the defendant. 

DR. S#IDL: Oh yes, I have the intention of examining the 
defendant; but in the interests of accelerating the matter I had 
Sugzested that the other witnesses shculé be heard first, so that 
the examination of the actual defendant eculd be es short as 
possible. It may be possible that he can then answer a number of 


Questicns mərəly by saying yes cr no, Another reascn why I con- 


Ly 
u2 
cr 


Sider this proceedure >St suitable is besause a proper exani-~ 
nation cf the defendant is only possible if I have the document 
bcoks at hand at the sane time. That necessity doss not apply to 
the remaining witnesses, I should, therefore. like to ask the 
Tribunal tc give ne permission sc that I can 
witnesses who are already in the witness’ roonie. 

IHS PRÆSIDENT; The dccunents are all cr resriv all. T imagine, 
in German and can be put tec the defendant in bhe ecurce c 
examination, and the Tribunal think, as ther have alrsadv said, that 


> ~a .- ~ 4 A N - 9 - =- s 2 s - ` 4 +4 + g~ le p i a “~ ae Tra n s ke t g” ‘ f 
calling the defendant first is in the interests cf expedition and 


Chey, thersfors, feel hev mush adhere bo their rule. 
\ CN } ey a P $ h Aia E A ' ss ~ aa a tay’ -la , Y ; A aes ‘ 
DR. SEIDL; Very well. In that case, with the permission of 


Che Tribunal, I call the defendans Dr. Fans Frank to the witness 
stand. 

HANS FRANK, a witness, tcok the stand and testified as follows: 
BY THT PRESIDENT: 


Will ycu give your full name? 


or A 


and S D, 63 -_: 
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A Hans Franke 
2 Will you repeat this oath after mes 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will 
Spsak the pure truth, and will withhold and add nothings 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
THs PRESIDENT: Will ycu sit dcwn please, 
DIRECT SXAMINATION 
BY DR. SSIDL: 

2 Witness, when and where were you born? 

A I was born on the 23rd cf May, 1900, at Karlsruhe in Baden, 
4 Please will ycu briefly state what ecucation you have had? 

A In 1919 I finished my studies in secondary schocl, and in 
1926 I passed the state examination for lawyers, which ccmpleted 
my scisntific training, 

© And what were the activitias ycu carried cut after that? 

A Jf had several legal jobs., I worked as a lawyer. I was a 
member of the instructional staff cf a technical high schcecl and, 
in the main, I worked as the legal advisor for accolph Hitler and 
the National Socialist Geran Workers Partye 

2 Sinee when have ycu been a member of the NSDAP? 

A I jcined the German Laber Party, which was the predecessor 
of the National Sccialist Garman Workers Party since 1919. I 
joine the newly formed NSDAP not at alle In 19235, hcwsver, I 
Joined the movement in Munich as a member cf the SA ana, aventually, 


I ənterəd the NSDAP finally in 1927. 
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Q Were you ever a nember of the SS? 


A I have never been in the SS. 


- 


That means you have never hod « rank of on S3 Oborgruppenfuehrer 
or General of the SS, 

A I «xever i.d the rank of en SS Obergruppenfuehrcr or General. 

Q Not even honor ary . 

& No, not eva honorary, 


Q You were z member of the SA, What was the last position ycu held 


wv 


n 


therein? 
A I was Vbergruppenfuchrer in the SA at the ond, cnd this was an 
honorary position, 

Q Which offices did you hold in the NSDAP curing the verious phases, 
and which functions cid you carry out? 

A In 1929 I beeme the head of the Legal Departi:at of the Reich 
Leadership office of the NSDAP. In that capacity in 1931 I ws also nede 
Reichsleiter of the NSDAP by Adolf Hitler, I -eld this position until I was 
called away in 1942, These are the principal offices I hove held in the 
Party. 

Q dn tho main, until the seizure of power you mave concerned 


with legal questions within the Party, haven't you. 


= 


& I c&ezlt with questions relating to law and the prnetice of law in 


s Fn ‘ > P Fh Tr te = o 7 : TERTA o ai -r n masa me ~ laan. $ yne eh, 
the intercst of adolf Hitler and the NSDAP md its :ombers dur IIS the 
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ic, in the interest of the victory of the movaiont , 


A arc A tr ae ee T a Š anwmin am lamn dann At’ & kee aT 
at were your principal views regarding tho idea of the legal 


A That idea, as for as I wis concerned, was contained in Puint 13 
of the Party program, which was talking «bout the Gerricn conion Jaw to be 
created, In the intorest of »ecelerating the proceedings » L vo not wish to 
make a detsiled statement reg :rding ny thoughts. Tro main point wis that I 
was making cfforts to croato a model for the legal syston in Germany s md by 
that I :can the independert judge, 

lt was my train of thought that even if there were a orrti cularly strong 


development of the Leadership State, even as for zs dictator ship, there 


would be danger for the comunity and the leg2l safety of the individual, 


Fa 


ard that this wuld be rather smaller if there were a jude who wald be 
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independent from the leaders of the state snd wuld act amongst the nation. 


The question of the legal state, therefore, is idmticel, to my mind, 


T 


withthe question of the existence of independent legislntion. MY ; rincipal 


3 


struccles and discussions with Himmler, Hitier, anc Bormann during dl 


- 


da 


these years were more and more directed to this particular sphere, Only 
when the independent judge in the National Socirlist R “ch hd finally been 
overcome was my work end my efforts 2 hopeless case. 

2 You were also 2 member of the German Reichstag, the German 
parlianmnt, 

A Since 1930 I was a wmber, yes. 

Q Which positions did you hold after 1933? 
h To start with, I “scame Bavaria Minister of State for Justice, ond 
after the independent ministrics cf justice in the several states were 
dissolved I xceame minister without portfolio. 

In 1933 I :cceme the wreaident of the Academy of German Law, which I 
had beon founding, I was the Reich Leacer of the Nationsl Socialist Uni on 


FS? ee Pe ee, ee S hs ?. da e E A EE, eee NE ms ann + 
Od IWyet Sy» WLCN Was acter on ELVON als G r A ES L URO LOR CW È CCOKCYS y na in 


1933 snd 1934 I wis Reich C missicner for Jyggec. In 1939 I become Governor 
Geners.1 of the G vernment Ceneral in Cracow, 

Q Wet were the tasks of the acadeny of Georg low viden you were è 
founder of? 

A These tasks are cortnined in the Reich Law rogira bho Academy. 
The main task, the central task, of that Academy was to carry out rlime 13 
of the Party program, Germen common inw, am in such a way that it would 


- 


O Did the Academy of German Low have decisivo functions, or was it 
capacity ? 

A The acadeny of German Law was the central Socusing point of all. the 
leading legal minds in Germany, both theoretical ani practical. Right from 


=. jAy an ro yy ~ i ei 5° fy SE 3 S 5 An dy, Sats y% Tae APAR ala sm iso ATR aT 
she beginning I xid no attention to the question whether the members were 


enbers of the 


Porty members or note 90 ver cent of its members wore not i 
Party, QT cir task was the preparation of laws, ana they were carrying out 


the activities of ^n advisory committee in a well wegenized parlianent, 


Tt had bem my thought that in accordance with the moving into the 


WO 
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background of the Geum 


n parliament, the advisory commitices in the Germ 
legal world 


i& should take thoir place in the Academy instead of the legal 


advisory comnittecs in the Reichstag 


ys an . a e n T LA ~ + ; a aoe a mi e ee. $ rya KS. ‘ {~~ = . 
In principle, the Academy only participated in laws of an economic or 
Social nęəture, since in ever increzsing mensure the participation in «ll 
otn op sphere o ho AmO MATAO ny" ns > INDO thle -} we 
- adi, G ww DO CX me Lind C a hee Ali xe dil} A) 55 Lb] Cy due to vl IC 


the autocratic system, 
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Q If I understand you correctly, then the functions of tho 
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State with rogard to the legal world were therefore in the hands of the 
linistry for Justice and that wasntt yous 
A No, I was not Minister of Justice in the Reich, The Reich- 
minstor of Justice, Dr. G uortner, was, however, not active in tho entire 
legislative world. Ho was responsiblo only for those laws which came 
immediately under his ministrye Legislation in the ‘Reich, in accordance 
with the authorizin law, was in the hands of the Fuchre and Reichs- 
chancellor and the entire Reich G ovormmente Consequently, my namo 
appears in the Reich Law Gazette at tho bottom of only one law, and that 
is the law regardin the reintroduction of genoral rea mament, but I am 
proud to find my name ot the end of that Lawe 
Q You have stated earlier thot during 1933 and 1934 you were 
Bavarian Minister of Justico. 
L. Xese 
9 In that capacity, did you have an opportunity to act in conn- 
ection with concentration camps or to state your views, and under what 
circumstences did that happen? 
dy I did in connection with the comp at Dachau, in connection 
with the report which came from the Jdvocate Generslts Depertment in 
lflunich to mo on the ocession of the illinc of the Munich solicitor Dr, 
Strousse The Adjutant General's Dopartment complained to me because I 
had given them orders to investigate this murder, and t 
they had been refused admission to the concentration amp at Dachau by 
the oS e 
Subsequently, I approached the Reich Tow G overnor, General von 
Epps and asked him to attend the meeting, during which I produced t ho 


files regarding this killing a 


t 
— 

$ 
Qu 


pointed out tho im ossibility of such ar 

action on the part of the ag and stcoted that up to that moment representa. 
tives from the Germain Prbiic Prosecutor's Office had had on opportunity 
to invostigate any killing in conneetion with which suspicion OrOsSe, and 


that a departure, at least until then. had not become known to me. After 


that, I continued by protesting against this method to the Reich Minister of 
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dustice, Dr» G uertner, who was the Sı preme head of the legal system in 
Germny, and I pointed out that thic meant the beginning of a development 
which was threatening the loval systom in G ermeny in the most serious 
manner possible, 

By request of Heinrich Himmler, Adolf Hitlor intervened per- 
sonally in this matter, ond he used his powcr to terminate any logal 
procecdings, This particular case VS, therefore, Ciscontinued, and I 
declared thet I would rosisn as Minister of Justice, but I was rofused 
permission to do so. 

Q When did you become Govornor General of the Occupied Polish 
Territorios, and where did this nonination reach you? 

A On the 24th of Aucust 1959, I was called up as an officer of 
the reserve to join my regiment in Potsdem, At the time, vhen I was in 
the middle of training my company, it was on the L7th of september, or 
it may have boon the loth, when I was making my last preparations to 


march off to the front, that a telephone call came through from the special 


train of the Fuchrer, ordering me to go to tho Fuchrer at once, 


The foilowing day I travelod to Uppor Silesia where 


SOE e 
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that special train was stationed at that time, At thet tine » in a very 
short «.nference which lasted less than ten minutes, he gave me the order, 
as he expressed himself at tac time, to trke over the functions of the 
Civilian Governor for Occupied Polish Ter-itorics, 

At thet time the entire conquored Polish territories were under the 
administrative command of a military commander » General von Rundstedt. 
Towards the end of Septomber, I was attached to won Rundstect's staff as 
the Chief of the Administrative Section, and it was to be my job to deal with 
acministrative tasks within the military set-up, but in 2 narrower sonse 
it was discovered after a very brief period that this method could not be 
carried out, and so, with effect fro: the 26th of October, the Polish 
territories were sub-divided inte one part which came to the German Rei ch 
and another part vhich then becerme tle Government Gereral » ond I was 
appointed Governor General, 

Q We have now discussed the various positions which you held during 
the various pericds, I am now askin;; yous Did you, in ny of the positions 
you held in tne Party or the State » Participate decisively in the political 
events of the last 20 years? 

& In this sphere, which was close to me, L have done everything that 
you cm possibly be expected to do, being a men who belicves in the 
greatness of his nation od being a amn who believes in the Nati oneal 


Socialist movement, So I did everything to bring abut a victory of Adolf 


~ 


Hitler ənd the National Socialist move nent. 


I have never partici pated in p 


~ 


vlitiecal decisions on any high level, 
because I was not one of the immediate assistonts of Adolf Hitler, I was 
therefore never consulted by Adolf Hitler on general political questions, nor 
did I teke part at ny time in conferences about such problems, be it alore 
for the reason thet dwing all the years from 1933 until 1945 I was only 
reccived six times by Adolf Hitler persomity to report te him bout my 
sphere of activities, 

Q What share did you have in legislation in the Reich? 

A I have already told you, ond I need not refer to it again. 

Q Did you, as a Minister in the Reich or in anyother State or Party 


employment, want this war, or did you desire a war which would mean violation 
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- of agreements which had been mode? 


A One cannot wont a wor as such. A war is sorethins terrible. 


We have lived threuzh it; we did not wint 2 wre We wontcd Germny to be 


great, anc we wanted Gemony to be free and healthy, It wos my dream and 
the dream of every one of us to bring about 1 revisicn of the Versailles 


1 t 


Treaty by peaceful means, which nad been pm'oposed in that very treaty. 
But since in this world of pacts between nations only tact mm who is strong 
has anytining to say, Germeny had to .xecome strong first æfore we could 
negotiate, 

That was how I saw tne develop. ent, the strengthening of the Reich, 
reinstitution of its svercignty everywhere, ond comected to that the 
x.ossibility of liberation from the «nbearable shackles whic: had been 
imposed upon our people, I was hay ., therefore, tnat Adolf Hitler, in a 
rise unporclielea in the histcry of imkind, 2 wnderful rise, succeeded 
by the em of 1933 in achieving those very cims, I wes cquolly unhapoy 
whan in 1939 I nc to note that in .1 ever increasing mimer Adolf Hitler 
appearea to be departing from that method to replace it by others. 


HE i RESIDENT: This scens to have been covered by what the defcndant 


Goering told us, by what the defendant Ribbentrop told us 


We 


~ 


DR. SELDL: Thc witness hasaiready completed his statement on this 
point, 


Q Witness, what wos your share in the events in Poland after 1939? 
A I will besr responsibility, and when y on the 30th of April 1945, 
Adolf Hitler ended his life, I mde « resolution that I would state th-t 


J 


responsLbiiity of mine to the wrld as clearly as I possibly could. 
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The forty-three volumes of my diary, which report on cll these cvents and the 
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share I had in them, have not been destroyed by me, but, of my own free will, I 
have handed them voluntarily to the officers of the American army who arrested me, 
Q Witness, do you foel guilty of having conmitcd violations of international 
law or having commited crinvs against hwaanity? 

Trt PRESIDENT: That is a question t..:t the Tribunal has go to decide, 

DR. SEILL: Then I shall drop the qucistion, 
BY DR. SEIDL: 

Q iitness, what do you have to state regording the accusations which are cone 
tained in the Indictment against you? 

A I have only got to say, as far as these accusations are concurned, that I 


am asking this Tribunal to decide upon the dcerce of my guilt ot the end of my 


‘+ 


C2SC, I myself, speaking from the very depths of my scntiments and from the 
experience of five months of this trial, want to say that now thet I have gained 
the last insight into all thet which has been commited in the wor of drendM@1 
atrocities, I feel a terrible guilt within me, 

Q What ends did you have when you commenced to .ct as Governor General? 

a I was not informed about any thing, I have heard »bout Special action com= 
mandovs of the SS during this trial., and, closely connected with my nomination, 
Special authorities were given to Himmler at once, Ly jurisdiction wos limited, 
if not taken awny irom mc, and economy, social policy, food policy, and so On, 


4 


were O11 matters which werc being dealt with by departments in the Reich. There- 


oy 


could only considur it my task to tke care, amongst this sea of flames 


-i 


fore, 
of this war, th.t some sort of 2n order should be ercated which would make it 
possible for man to live, 

The work I did therc, therefore, cannot be judged by the phenomena of the mom- 
cnt, but must be judged in its entirety, and we shall have to come to that Later, 

My aim was to guarantee justice without violating the interests of our warfare, 

Q Witness, did the police, and particularly the Sveurity Police 2nd SD, come 
under your juridiction in the Government General? 

A The higher SS and Police Loaders wire principally subordinated to the Rcich- 
Sfuchrcer SS Himler., The SS did not come under my command, and any orders or ine 
structions which I might hove given would not have been obcyud, 


Witness Buehler will have to cover this cuestion in detail, 


=E U 72e 
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The total structure was such thet the Higher SS and Police Leaders could, 
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formally spesking, come under my orders, but in fact, and in accordance with his 
activities, he wis an organ of the Ruichsfuehrer SS Himmler, 

This state of affairs, oven as ocrly ss November of 1939, was the cause of my 
first offer to resign, which I made to Adolf Hitler, It was a state of affairs 
which was making things more difficult 2s time went by. In spite cf 211 my attce 


“J 


mpts to grin control in this sphere of influence, the dcteriorstion continued 


Je 


lore and more. To have an administration without. n police exccutive is an impos- 
sibility, and this trrnspired more ^nd more, 

The officials of the police, so far <-s discipling, organization, pay, -nd 
orders were concerned, came exclusively under the Gorman police systum in the 
Reich, and there wns no connection of any Kind with the administration in the 
Government General, The officials of the 33 and police cid not regard the Govern= 
ment General as the home of their duty, ñd therefore the police srea was not 
called "Police Area, Government General." The Higher SS and Police Leaders did 
not call themselves SS and Police Lenders in the Government Gencral, but Higher 
SS and Police Leaders inst, 

However, I don't propose to go into detail at this pointe 


Q ‘itness, did the concentration camps in the Government General come under 


w 


ry 
A 


you, and did you hve anything to do with their administrations 

A Concentration caps were entirely 2 matter fcr the police and had nothing 
to do with the administration, iumburs of the civilian cministration wore offi- 
cially prohibited from cntcring tho camps. 

Q Have you yoursulf cvcer been in a eoncentr-tion comp? 

A Jn 1935 I participated in a visit to the concentrntion camp at Dachau, 
which had been orgrniged for the Gnaulviters -t that time, That was the only time 
thet I have entered sugh z camp, 

Q Witness, in 1942, by 2 decree of the Fuchrcur, a State Scerctary for the 
Security System in the Government General was created, The date is way, 1942, 
How did the creation of that soerctarict Come about? 

A It wes one of the many attempts to solve the problem of the police in the 
Governmcnt General, I was very happy at that time because I thought now we had 


, 
P 


found the way, I am certain it would have workca if Himmler and Krucger had ade 


hercd to the principle of this decree, which was cooperation and not working 


8093 








H0113 -0013 


against cach other, But it transpired, after s very short period, that this reve 
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newed sttumpt too was merely a camouflage and that the old conditions continued 
to prevail, 

Q On the 3rd of June, 1942, and on the basis of this Fuchrcr decree, there 
came another decree regarding the transfor of the business to the ocerctary of 
State for the Security System, Is that truc? 

i, I assume so, I cannot remember the details of that document, of course, 


In that cse I shall ask the witness Bilfinger about this point, 


© 


A But.I would like to say one thing in connection with that question, You are 
always speaking sbout the SS, and you are considvring the SS and the police as 
one Iorge complex, It would be an untruth if I dig not correet that conceptione 
The SS and the Waffen-SS and the Police havc contained so many clean and soldierly 
men, whom I have met as the years went by, that the problem of the SS must be 
considcred in connection with the judgment on the criminal activitics which they 
nave carried out.--ond it can be as Clearly separated here ^s it could be in Any 
Socinl question, The SS, 2s Such, was no more criminal than would bc any other 
mass which appears during certain political events, What wos drosdful was thet 
the highest chicf and a number of Others, who had been given considurable author- 
ity, were misusing the typically faithful attitude of the Germar Soldier, 
Q ‘“tness, anothe question, In the deerce concerning the crention of the State 
Secretariat for Security, It is ordered that this gccrctary Of Stoatce- which in 
this casc is the Higher SS and Police Leaders--bcfore making principal accisions, 
has to call cn you for your .greement. Did that take place? 

A Nos I was never called upon in that connection, and this was the cuse for 
me to realize the impossibility of this attempt, after so short a time, 

Q Did the Higher SS ^and Police Leader, and SS Obergruppenfuchrer Krueger part- 
icularly, obey orders which you yourself had given him? 

A Plozse, would you repent the question? It didn't come through too well, And 
please, Dr. Seidl, you are Speaking a little too loud, 


Q Did the Higher SS and Police Leader, who was the Secretary of State for 


Sccurity, obey orders which you gave him in your capacity as Governor General? 
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‘A In no single case. On the strength of this new decree I have 
repeatedly ¢iven orders. Thesc orcers were supposedly communicated to 
H i j } Himmle | r ig g~ nameaont OV be AMO Ye g. a) bi ASQ | r) 
Helnricnh himmler, and since his agrocment now became necessary these orders 
were never obeyed. some special cases can be quoted by the Secretary of 
Stato Buehler when he is here as a witness. 

Q Did the Reichsfuchrer SS and chief of the German police, Himmler, 
before he carried out security police neasures in the Governncnt General, 


ever ask your asreenmcnt? 


A In no single case. 
Q ne Prosecution have submitted a document, L-7. It has the USA 


Exhibit Noe 506. It isa letter from the commander of the sccurity police 


and SD of the District of Radom, addressed to the outside service Cepartme nt 


at Gomachow,. This decument contains the followince statement: 

"The Higher SS and Police Leader East, on the 28th of June 19h, has 
ziven the following order: 

"The security situation in the Government General has deteriorated so 


much during the recent months that the most severe measures anc the most 


racical means must now be employed arainst such attackers and saboteurs. 


G2 
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Reichsfuchrer SS, with agreement of the Governor Gencral, has madc his reply 


3 


anc. stated that in every case where attacks or atterpted attacks a.-ainst 


Germans have taken place, not only the perpetrators should be shot when 


0) 
mD 
H 
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caught, but that over and above this all men of their clan 
xocutcd, and that females above the age of sixteen should be transferred to 

the concentration campe" 

A As I have told, agreement regarding such orders from Reichsfuehrer 
SS Hinmler was never called for in any single CASC oe Your question has 
already been answered, In this case, too, it was not asked fore 

Q Witness, were you at least, before the carrying out of such orders 
from the Reichsfuchrer SS Himmler or the police leaders, previously informed? 

a The reason given why this wasn't cone was always the same. I was 
told that these people were living in the Governnent General but that they 


were also living in those territorios which had been handed over to the Reich. 
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The combatting of the Polish resistance movement would have to come under 
unified control from some central SOUPCC. This central source, of course, 
was Heinrich Himmler, 

Q witness, what jurisciction cid you have in the general sphere of 
administration? 

A I think it would accclerate this trial if the witness Buchler could 
be asked about these questions. If the Tribunal so desires it, I wold of 
course answer this question now, In the main Iwas concerned vith the 
setting up of the usual administrative departments, such as the culture, 
finance, and science cenartmonts. 

Q as there a representative from the Polish and Ukrainian peonle in 
the Government General? 

A CS. The Polish and Ukrainian population were dealt with 
according to rer-ions. tne representatives fron the various Cistricts were 
centralized at the head in the so-called assistance committees. there was 
a Polish anc a Ukrainian assistance committoe. At the head of the Polish 
assistance committee for a number of years was Count Roneker, and at the 
head of the Ukrainian assistance committees was Professor Kubiovicze I nade 
it comulsory to 211 my departments that whenever rencral questions arose 
they should be touches upon with these assistance committees, and that was in 
fact carried out. I myself have had continuous Jealines with thom all the 
way throush. Complaints were broucht to me and there was a free chanre of 


Viewse ify complaints and memoranda which I sent to the Fuchrer, for 


H 


instance, were mostly based on the reports had from these assistance 


committeese 

A second form of participation on the part of the population in the 
administration of the Governnent General existed alons the lowest level of 
administration, which in the entire Government General was left in tho 
hands of the native population. Ten to twenty villages had as thoir head 
a so-called "Voycl't, This Polish word Voyd is the same as the Germar 
word "Wort" =- Veomr=t,. He was the, so to speak, lowest administrative 


unit 5096 
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The third form of participation fron among the population as far as 
administration was concerned was the fact that in the Government Genera 
and including postal and - railway service, 280,000 Poles ana Ukrainians 


continued in the Service of the state of tho Governnent General as civil 


scrvantse 

9 What were the fi -uros compared between the Polish and German civil 
Servants? 

A The fizures varied. Amon; the German civil servants the number 


was very small. There were sonetinos in the whole Governnent G General, which 
is 150,000 square kiloncters--tiat means it was half as larre as Italy-- 


L0, 000 German civil s servants on the outside, That meant one German civil 


Servant to an averace of at least six nc n-German civil servants and 


empLloyces,. 
Q “hich territorics Cid you administer as C vernment General? 
A The Poland which had heen jointly conquerec’ by the Gorman and 


Soviet Russian forces was divided, first of all, between the Sovict 

nd the German Reich. Of the 380,000 square Kilometcrs--which is an 
yey 

approximate ficure--of the Polish State, the Soviet Unicn received approximate} 


200,000 square kilometers anc the German Reich anvre ximately 170,000 to 


180,000 squarc kilometers, Please don't tic ne cow to figures too cxactly; 
but that is rouchtly what the situation WAS e 

That part of Poland which was taken over into Soviet Russian territ- ry 
was immediately treated as an integral, part of the Sc Viet Union. The 
border demarcations in the east of the Government General : were the ordinary 
Reich frontier demarcations of 1939, Ihat part which came to Germany was 
divided thus: 90,000 square kilometers into the Government General and the 
pened dow was included in the Geran Reiche 

THE PRESIDENT: T don't think there is any charye against the Defendant 
on the ground that the civil acministration was bad, The charge is that 
crimes were committed, and the details of the administration between the 
Government General and the department in the Reich are not really in question, 

Die SEIDL: The nly reason, [re President, why I put that question 
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was SO as to show you the difficulties with which the administratior had to 
cope right from the beginning, and which meant that an economic one was 


divided into tw. But I now come 
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Q Did you ever have hostages shot? 


= 


My diory contzins the facts. I myself have never had hostages 


Q Did you ever porticipate in the destruction of Jews? 

& I say yes, anà the reason why I say yes is because, being under the 
impression of these five inonths of this trial, :nd particularly under the 
impression of the statemats m.de by the witness Hoess, I emnot allow it 
be fore my consci.once that responsibility for all this should be handed over 
to these small people alone. I mysclf have never instoallcd mn 
extermination caup for Jews or dananded that they should be installed, but 
if Adolf Hitler personally has turned thet dreadful responsibility over to 
these people of his, then it must be mine tov. We evo fought against Jewry; 
we have fought ogeinst it for years; and we have allowed ourselves to mrke 
utterances, and iy om diary has become a witness aginst me in this 
comection — utterances which are terrible, It is my duty -- my only duty — 
therefore, to answer your question in this comectivn with Yes, A thousand 
years Wili pass ond this guilt of Germmy will still not be erased. 

Q Witness, whet wos your policy for the recruiting of leborers for 
tne Reich when you were Governor General? 

à I beg your perdon? 

Q Which policy cid you pursue for the recruiting of laborers for the 
Rei ch? 

å The policy is cont~ined in my decrees, No doubt they shall be held 
agelnst me by the Prosecution, cnd I consider it will save tine if I siswer 
thet question later, with the permission of the Tribune], 

Q Witness, did Hitler give you any instructions how you should 
exercise your duty as Governor General? 

A In the first ton minutes of the oecasion when I visited him in his 
special train Adolf Hitler gave me the instruction thet I should see toit 
that this terzitory, which had bem completely destroyed, where ll bridges 
hac been blown up, all railways destroyed, and where the population was 
completely cisplaced, was put into order somehow, ond thet I should see to it 
thet this territory coud becore a coopurntive addition to the terribly 


difficult economic situ:tion in the Reich, 
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2 Did Adoif Hitler suport you in your work as Governor Gene ral? 
LA AL my complaints, everything I reported to him, was, unfortunately, 


dropped into the wastep: cor basket by him, I cidn!t offor my resignation 
fourteen times for nothing, It wasn't for nothing that I tried to join my 
brave troops as an officer, He, inside, was opposed to lawyers, ond that was 
one of the most serious shortcomings of this grent mn. He did not want to 
recognize formel responsibility, and that, unfortumtely, applies to his 
policy too, Every legol man to him wes a disturbing ‘influence for his 

power, All I can say, therofore, is thot by joining Himmler and Bormenn 

in their course snd supporting their aims to every extent s that in this 
manner any attempt to find a form worthy of the Germn mne was useless 

Q Witness, which deyartrnents in the Reich gave instructions to you 
regarding the administration of the Government General? 

A So as to aecełerste the trial s I shuld suggest that the witness 
Buchler should st2te the whole structure of that administration, 

Q Witness, did ycu ever secure art treasures? 

A The accusation, wiiech refers to me personally snc which has hit me 
wast, is thet I mysclf an supposed to have enriched nysclf from art 
treasures from the country which was entrusted to moe IL had not installed 
museums ^nd picture collections, and I cidn't find time during this war to 
steal art treasures, I have seen to it that the entire art property of the 
country which was entrusted to me was officially registered, and that officin 
register is contained in a document which was publishec. quite openly. I 
have secn to it more than anything that these art treasures, right to the 
very end, remained in the country. In spite of that » ort treasures hive been 
taken away from the Government General, A part was token away before my 
administration becerme active at all, Experiences show that responsibility on 
che part of an administrati.n can only be talked about after some time of 
ruming, namely, vhen the lowest level of the administration hs s been 
installed, So that from the beginning of the wr, the lst of September 199), 
until this point » Which was about New Yearts a £939 oF 1 S40, there was on 
uncontrollable measure of removal and uneentrollebie extent under which art 


treasures were reuoved ceitheras bus y vf war or under some other pretext. 
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During the registration of art treasures, Adolf Hitler gave the order that the 
Veit Stoss altar should be removed fron St. Mary's Church in Cracow and taken + 
to the Reich, The liayor Liebel, fron N snberg, came to Cracow personaly for 
that purpose with a number of SS nen to take away this altar, Another case, the 
articles were confiscated in Lemberg before my time cane and they were etchings 
by Ducrer, In 1944, shortly before the collapse, art treasures were taken to 
the Reich and in the Castle of Scichau, in Silesia, there was a collection of 
art treasures which had been put thore by Profesor Kneisl. One last collection 


of art treasures was handed over to the Anocrican by me personally, 


Q Witness, did you, in the Govermicnt General, introduce ghettos? 
A I have issucd an instruction regarding the erection of Jewish dwel- 


ling districts, I can't raiember the date at the moment, The necessities for 


this, I should Like to explain to the prosecutors. 


Q Did you introduce the marking of Jowish persons? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you, in the Governnent General, introduce forced labor? 

A Forced labor,to be forced to work, that was one of the first decrees, 


but it comes quite clear fron the wording that I was only thinking of a duty 
to work in the land, in the country in this connection, so as to repair the 
damage caused by war and for the purpose of carrying out work which was neces- 
sary for the country itself, which is of course the same degree of labor which 
had to be carricd out in the Reich. 

Q Did you in the Governnent General, as was stated by the prosecution, 
plunder libraries? 

A I can answer that question clearly with "no", The largest and most 
valuable library which we found, which is the Jakelon (7) University Library 
in cCOracow which fortunately was undestroyed, was transferred to another 
buildings by my own personal orders, and in its entire property, including the 
Oldest documents, were looked after there, as NEN 

Q Witness, did you as Governor General close the universities in the 
Goverment General? 

' 


A The Universities in the Goverment General were closed when we arri- 


ved, because of the war. The reopening of universities was prohibited by order 
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of Adolf Hitler. I have dealt with the needs of the Polish and Ukrainian popu= 


lian p 

ation by introducing hish school courses of instruction for Polish and Ukrai- 
nian students which were in fact nothing other than the work done by hich schoc 
that the departments in the Reich could not criticize this action of nino in 
any way. The university life was in fact continuing to a degree, restricted by 
the war, for Poles and Ukrainians, too, and it was suarantoed all the sore 
Since the requircnents for honeetrained acadonic persons, that is, coctors, lo-= 
gel men, teachers and medical men did, of course, exist. 

THE PRESIDENT: Would that be a convenient tinc to break off for ten mis 


wT 
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(i de iy ess TEST™=)] maken). 


8102 








18 ApreliePlia7=1 | H0113 -0022 


Q Witness, we were last speaking of the universitios, Did you 
yourself as Governor General close tho middlo schools? 

A ly suggestion to open up the gymnasiums and middle schools 
was rejecte d by Adolf Hitlor. Then we solved the problem by continuing 
the middle school education on a private basis to a further extont. 

0) Now, a principal questic::. 

Tho prosecution accuses you of the fact that the land which you 
administored as G eneral Governor was plundered by yous. What do you 
say about that? 

A Well, that sccusationcert inly is a summary judgmont for all 
economic things that have cone on in that country in connection with 
the G orman Roich. First, I wuld lilo to emphasize that the G overns 
ment General was facod with a terrible ccononte crisis from tho berinnins, 

Tho country had approximately twelve million inhabitmts. Tho 
areca of the Government General was tho least fertile part of the formor 
Polane Thon the border against the Sovict Union as well as the one be- 
tween the Government Goneral and the Roich had been fixed in such a way 
that the most essential and for the economic life most importmt clonments 
were left outside, The borders toward the sovict Union and the German 

Reich wore closo immediately and thus it came about that at first wo 
had to work from nothing into nothinr, 

G alicia, the most important aroa for the Republic of Poland from 
the point of view of nutrition went to the Soviet Union, The province of 
Posen now belonged to the German Reiche Coal and industrial arcas of 
Upper Silosian were within the German Reich. The borders to Gormany were 
fixed in such a way that the iron in Czenstochowa remi ned vith tho Gov- 
ernment Generale However, tho areas from which the ores came, ten kilos- 
meters from Czenstochowa were incorpsrated into the German Reich. 

The tovm of Lodz, the textile center of Poland ceme into the Gere 
man iteiche The City of Warsaw with a population of millions becano a 
border city because the German border came as close as fiftcen kilometers 
to thot city and tho result was that the entire agricultural hinterland 


of that city was no longer at their disposal and thus a large number of 
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of individual facts could be mentioned but that would lead too far aficld, 
Therefore, first one had to scc that life could continuo Somchow, 

The nutrition for the City of Warsaw in tho first weeks could 
only be acquired with the sid of Gormon institutions for mass foodinr. 
The German Reich at that tine sont six hundrod thousand tons of grain ond 
that created a hard responsibility for me, 

I began the financial economy with twonty millions of zloti which 
I received from the Reich as advances, If I had to start an economy which 
had. been dostroyed by the war as that was. and if I think in the yoar 1944 
on the first of January the savings accounts of the native population 
amountod to eleven and a half billions of Zloti and that we had succeeded 


until then to inprove the nutrition of tho population to a certain. 
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all reconstructed factories end industrial centers which had talen place 
wnd in which the Reich Offices hod t-ken rect interest, csiecinlly Reich 
Marshal Goering ond Minister Secr have acquired great meric in that 
c mection in aiding the reconstruction of the industry of the c untry, and 
that in that industry more than two million fully pid and employed vwrkers 
were working; that the result of the harvest had come to 1.6 billion tons; 
that the yearly budget of twenty million zloti in the verr 1939 had increased 
to 1.7 billicn zloti; then these are only sketchy points which I my of fer 
to try to describe the genernl developmert, 
Q Witness, in your car acity as Governor Generel snd in the areas which 
you nad umer your nadninistration » Aid you prosecute churches and religion? 
À With the Archbishop now Carnal Sebieha in Cracow I was in 
continuous personel. contact, He told re about all his complaints and they 
were nct few, I mysclf had to intervene for tho Bishop of Lublin and to sot 
him out cf the hands of If, Globotchnik in orcer to save his life 


A Voi man . WDNC ehre 
5 Lou mean the Grunpenfuehrer? 


But I my summarize the situation as the Archbishop had said ina 
lettcr which he sent to me in L942 ond in weich he soid literally thit he 
tnanked me fur my tireless efforts te secure church life 

We reconstructed seminars for priests snd we invostig-ted ench ease of 
the arrest of priests >s much as that was humanly possible, The tragic cases 
of the two assistants of the Archbish,. Sabieha who had been shot and which 
has been mentioned here once by the Pro secution, that has touched me 
dceply mysclf, I camot sey anymore, The chwr che es were open, the seminars 
were educating pries S, che jriests had possibilitics for normal functions, 
fhe monestary at Czenstochowa was ur er my personal protection, The 
monestary of the Crmaldulengiaus nesr Cracow, en order, wis lso undor ny 
personal protection, There wore ln rge posters round the mcnestory 


inr ane iy de by oy BA n wae ge n yy as X 3 Pee. a a, a S i Ei a o 
incleating that these monestaries wore protected by We personal 
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Q Witness, when did you hear for the fir: st timo about the 
concentration camp ot Mnidanek? 

A I ‘gard thename Moidanek the first tine in -944 in connection with 
foreign reports. But there were for yeors about that camp in Lublin or near 
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Luhlin contradictory reports, Governor Zocrner roperted to re, I belicve 
already in 1941, thet the S? had established or intended to establish a 
large concentration ecimp near Lublin md had sont larre orcers for building 
materinls, At thet time I chareed State seerctory Buehler to irmesticate 
that matter immediately and I reecived the report later in writing also from 
Rolchsfuchrer SS Himaler thet he had to establish a large camp in order to 
teke core of the requiromonts of the Waffen SS for clethes and shoes by 
manufacturing thei in lnrge shops, Thus, thet camp was ostcblished under the 
title of "SS Works" or something sinilar, 

Now, I have to say I wes in 2 position to: get inforurtion since tho 
Witnesses who have been heard thus far have scid under onth that in the 
circles of the Fuehrer one cid not know anything sbout -1L these things, We 
out there were appnrontly wre inde lependent end I heerd quite a lot thr uen 
enemy orondeasts and enemy md neutral fapers or upon continucus questi. ning 
as to what was to happen to the Jews whe were deported I was always told 
they were to be sent to the Last, to be collected there, anc to wrkthere, 
But, so to sayy throwh the wells one culd snell the stench md therefore I 
alwys insistently i:wo stigated what was going on, 

Once L received a report thr: ugh Bels:k that there was sopethi ns oing 
on near Beisak, I went to Belsnk the next anye Globctsehnik slowed me a 
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where they came f rom, how long they were there and he told re, that is 
Globotschnik: "They work here now end after they arc throuth =-= they care 
from the Reich or somewhere from Fr nce, snc then they will be sent further 
to the east." In that area I did not make any further obscrv-tion, 

Ne rumor that the Jews were killed in that manner which is now kn vn 
to the entirc wrid, thet rumor did not die, When I renti ned my wish t 
Visit the SS workshops nesr Lublin in order to get sore impressions cb wut 
the vnlue of tho work I was told that I need special 


Heinrich Himmler r 
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I requested Heinrich Himmler that for special permission and he stated that 
he would urge me not to co to that camp. 

Some time passed, and on the 7th of February, 19), I finally succeeded, 

’ 
for the third timo, that is, during the war, to be received by Adolf Hitler 
personallye In the presence of Bormann, I put the question to him: Nh fy 
Fuchrer, rumors about the extermination of the Jews do not cease. One 
hears them everywhere; one cannot see anythinr. In Auschwitz I hac arrived 
once surprisingly to see the camp and I was told that there was an epicemie 
in the canp anc, before I ever got there, I had to take a detours I say, 
My Fuehrer, what is beind all that?" The Fuehrer said, "You can very well 
imagine that there are executions that take nlacn,. Otherwise, I do not 
know anythinge ‘hy don't you speak to Heinrich Himmler about that?! And 
I said, "Yell, Hisumler has małe a speech in Cracow, as I asked him to, in 
which he, in front of all the employees whom I had called and assomblec, 
declared that these rumors about the systematic extermination of the Jews 
was false; the Jews were just brought to the East." Then the Fuchrer said, 
"Then you have to believe that." 

‘hen in 19h, I got the first details about that procedure from the 
foreign press, my first question was to tho SS Ohersruppenfuchrer Koppe, 
who had been put in the place of Kruecere "Now we knows" I said, "you 
will not be able to dispute that." ind he said that nothing was known to 
him about these events; apparently that was somethine between Heinrich 
Himmler and the people there in the cam. "But", I said, "I havo already in 
194,1 heard about such places and I have also mentioned then; I have spoken 
about theme" So he said, "Yell, this is your business." He covldn!t worry 
BOUL ite The Camp of Maidanek was administered by the SS in the scnse which 
Itve mentioned before and, apparently, in the sam manner as the witness Hoess 
has mentioned ite That is the only explanation that I ean find. 

Q You, therefore, did not know of the conditions in Treblinka, 


Auschwitz, and so on? 


A Does Treblinka belong to Maicanek or is that a separate camp? 


Q I don't know; it scoms to be a separate camp. Auschwitz is not 
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in the area of the Government General, 


A I was neither in Maidanek nor in Treblinka; nor in Auschwitz. 
Q The Prosecution under Noe USA 275 presented the report of the SS 


Brigadefuechrer about the extermination of the Warsaw Ghetto, Before that 
took place, did you know anything about that and have you ever seen that 
report? 

A I was surprised that the American Chief Prosecutor in his opening 
speech admitted the document here with pictures about the destruction of the 
Warsaw Ghetto; when he said that that report was sent to mes But that 
has been clarified in the meantime. The report was never sent to me and I 
have never seen it in that form. And, thank Heavens, through several 
witnesses and affidavits most recently, it has been explained that this 
destruction-of the Ghetto in Warsaw took place upon a directive by Himmler 
and without any interference of Government General, If in our mecting 
anybody spoke about that Ghetto, they. always said that was the revolt in 
the Ghetto of Warsaw which we had to fight down with artillery; reports which 
existed about that never seemed credible to me, 

Q What measurés did you take in order to secure the. nutrition of the 
Goverment, General? 

A Well, the large numbers of measures were to reestablish normal 
agriculture, to get agricultural machinesy to distribute seeds, and the 
usual forms e 

Q -That I will-ask tho witness Buehler later; 

A The Reich helped a great. deal in that respect, The Reich sent 
for many millions of marks, seed experts; livestock machines, etce 

Q Witness, you have told. us now what you cid in the interest of the 
welfare -of the population of the Government General; but the Prosecution: 
accused you of, having made a number of statenonts,-and they found then in your 
own diary, which seemed to contradict, thati How ean you explain that 
contraciction? s 

A One has to take the diary as à wholog Forty-three volumes cannot 
be read to easily, and it is impossible to take inddiv4ddual sentences out of 
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their contentse Generally, I would like to say that I would not argue about 
wor se It was a wild stormy period, with terrible passions, and in the 
tempest of the flaming comtry and of a decisive struggle for life or death 
such words may easily fall. 

Q Witness-« 

A Some of these wrds are terrible. I have to say that I, mysclf, 
was shocked about many words which I've saide 

Q Witness, under No, USA 297 the Prosecution submitted a document 
which deals with a conference which you apparently had in 139 or thO with an 
officer, the Supreme Chief of the Administration, Ober-Ost, I will have the 
document handed to you and ask you to tell me whether the report of that man : 
as it is contained in the document acrecs with what you have said. It is on 
page l, on the bottom, the second paragraphe That is a shortened summary of 
a specchns 

THE iRESIDENT: Dre Frank, what is the number? 

THE WITNESS: 297, I believe, 

DRe SEIDL: I beg your pardone On the cover? 

THE WITNESS: On the cover it says 24h. I will return the document, 
Would you kindly ask me about the individual contents? 

Dke SEIDL; The number is 297, re President, 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, it is USA 297, It is EC-3h), 16, 17; is that 
right? 

DRe SEIDL: Yese 
BY DR. SEIDL: 

Q It says here, during the first conversation which the Chicf of 
the Central Department had with the Reich Minister Frank on the 3rd of 
October, 1939, in Posen, the latter presented the task whieh had been given 
him by the Fuehrer and the ways in which he intended to administer his area, 
Therefore, it would be necessary to recruit manpower to be used in the Reich, 
and SO OMe 

I have just sumnarized it, rẹ President. 


A L am sure that these utterances were not made in that form, 
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Q But yor will not exclude the possibility that you had spoken with 
that man? 

A I cannot remember ite 
Q Then, I come to the next question. 

A By the way, it seems more important what really happened than what 
had been spokene 

A Is it correct that your activities as Governor General and many 
perpetrations by the police and SD were based on the activities of guerrilla 
bands ? 

A Bands? One has to say that was the resistance movement which from 
the first day on was very active and, by supporting our enemies in the war, 
presented the most difficult problem which I had to cope with during all 
these years. For this resistance movement was the internal complex for excuses 
for the police and SS at the occasion of all measures which, from the point of 
a regular administration, were very regrettable. In fact, that resistance 
movement, I would not like to call "bands", groups of bandits, because, if a 
people has been conquered during a war and organizes an active resistance 
movement, then that is something entirely different; but the methods of the 
resistance movement departed to a large extent from that framework of a heroic 


strugele of resistance, 
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German women and children were slaughtered under the most atrocious 
circumstances. German officials were shot; trains were derailed; dairics 
were clestroyed; and all measures which would have led to improvement of con- 
citions in the coutry were undermined systematically. 

and asainst the background of these incidents, which occurred lay after 
day almost during the entire period of my activity, one has to see the events 
in that countrye That is all that I could say in that connection nowe 

Qe Wilness, in the year 1944 under General Ror a revolt broke out in 
Warsawe hat was the part of the administration of the Government General? 
that was your part in the conquering of that revolt? 

Ae That revolt broke out when the Russian Army had approached to abo 
$0 kilometers on the eastern back of the Vistula. It was a sort of comhince 
operation, and, as it seems to me, also a national Polish operation, as the 
Poles at that last moment wanted to carry out the liberation of their canital 
on their own and did not want to owe it to the Soviet Russians. They probably 
were thinking of how in Paris at the last moment the Resistance sovement, even 
before the Allies had approached, had carried out the liberation of the Citye 

The operation was a military one. As Supreme Commander of the German 
troops which had to fight the revolt, I believe SS General von dem Bach-Zelews' 
was appointed. The civilian administration, therefore, did not heve any part 
in these struggles. The part of the civilian administration begins after the 
capitulation of General Bor when the most atrocious orders of vengeance came 
from the Reich. 

Aeletter flew upon my table one day in which Hitler demanded the deporta- 
tion of the entire population of Warsaw into concentration campse It took a 
struggle of three weeks in which I was victorious in order to avert that 
insanity and to achieve that the population of Warwas which had hed no par 
in the #æw]t could be distributed over the Government Generale 

During that revolt, unfortunately, the most serious damage occurred for 
the city of Tarsaw. Everything which had been rebuilt durine several years 


had burned dom during a few weekse Besides, State Secretary Buchler in order 


to save time could give us more tntommabion about detailse 
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Qe Witness, you are also accused of having suppressed the cultural life 
of the »opulation of the Government General, especially in the field of 
Theater, broadcasting, film == what can you say about that? 

Ae The Government General offered the same pictures of every occupied 
countrye fre do not have to look far into the country now from this court room 
in order to see how an occupied country lives. 

We had broadcasting in the Polish language under German supervision. ‘Te 
hac a Polish press which was supervised by Germans, and we had a Polish school 
system, that is, elementary schools and high schools, in which at the end, 
80,000 teachers taught in the service of the Government Generale Polish 
theaters, as much as it was possible, in large cities were reonened, and where 
German theaters were established we made sure that there was also a Polish 
theater at the same time. 

The grotescue picture could be seen that after Aurust of 1944 at the 
occasion of the proclamation of the soecalled total war, when the German 
theater was closed in Cracow because all German theaters were closed at that 
time, that the Polish theaters continued to play. 

I myself, from a group of the most important musicians of Poland whom I 
found there in 19389, selected composers and virtuosos and founded the Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra of the General Government, which took an important part in 
the cultural life of Poland. I established a Chopin museum in Cracow, and fror 
all over Europe I collected the last relics of Chopin. 


Qe I believe that is sufficient. Witness, you deny, therefore, to hav 


t 


taken any measures which would have been directed to exterminating Polish and 
Ukrainian culture. 
Ae Culture cannot be exterminated. Any measures which would be taken wit 
that intention would be sheer nonsense 
Q 


e Is it correct that as much as it was in your power you have 


done everything in order to avoid cpidemics 
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and to improve the state of health of the population? 

A That State Secretary Buchler will be æ le to confirm in detail, 
I can say that everything humanly possible was done, 

Q Witness, the Prosecution, under Nurbor USSR=223, has sub= 
mitted an excerpt from a diary which deals with the report about a police 
conference of the 30th of May 1940, and we find here fron pages 33 to 38 
the followinge-- 

A (Interposing) Unless tho Court ordors it, you dontt have 
to read that, | 

Q No, I only want to read one sentences, which results to the 
Cracow professorse Apparently, if that diary is correct, you have saide= 

A (Interposing) May I sey somothing about the Cracow profess- 
ors right away? 

On the 7th of November 1939, I cape to Cracow, On the 5th of Nov en- 
ber 1939 before my arrival, SS and police, as I found out later, called 
the Cracow professors to a meeting. Then they took the men, dignified, 
old men among them, and brought thom into some concentration camp, I 
believe it was Oranienburg. I found that report, and against everything 
which may be found there in my diary, I want to emphasize here under oath 
that I did not cease in my attempts to get the last one of the professors 
whom I could reach to be released in March 1940. That is all vhich I 
have to say to this 

Q The same police meeting of the 30th of May 1940 also dealt 
with the soecalled AeB, Action, that is, with the extraordinary 

pacification action. Bofore I put the question to you which is concerned 
with it, I would like to read to you tvo entries in the diary. One is of 
the 16th of May 1940, and here, after describing that extraordinary 
tension then existin, you have stated tho following: 

That, first of all, on action for pacification should have to start, 
and thon yo.. saids "Each terror action has to be avoided; in all cases 
the authority of the Fuchrer and of tho Reich has to be in the foro- 


ground," 


I omit several sentences and quote the ends: 
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"The action will go at first until tho 15th of June." 

On the 12th of July a conference took place wth the Ministerialrat 
Wille, who was tho chiof of tho Main Department Justicc, and there you 
have said literally about the quostion what should happon to tho politieg 

al criminals which had been arrestod during the AeBe Action: 

"Thero is to be a conforenco with Stato Secrotary Buchler, Ober- 
grupponfuchror Streckenbach, and Ministorialrat Willes" End of quota- 
tione 

What actually happened during that A4eBe Action? 

A I cannot say any more or loss than what is contained in the 
diary, Tho situation was extremely tensos Month after month assassina- 
tions increased. The general attitude of the rost of the wrld against 
all our offorts to pacify the country which supported tho resistanco 
movement had reachod an oxtrnaordinary measure, and thus it came to 
those goneral moasures, not only in the Governmont Genersl but also in 
other areass and that was ordered by the Fuchror, 

My efforts were directed in order to limit tb as E AERES of 
individual actions, and I was successful in thate Besides, I should 
like to emphasize that I havo also directed that I intended to uso the 
right of clemency in cach individual caso, and for that purpose wantod 
to see tho police and SS verdicts and wantod to have them presented to 


& committee which I had formed in that connections. I believe that must 


be found in the diary also. 
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4 Prcbably the witness Buehler knows some more about ite 
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A In spite of all that, I woulé like to say that the method 
used at that time was a trememdous mistakes 

2 Witness, have ycu at any time recognized the principle ine 
troduced by the SD and 3S about the responsibility cf the Sippe 
cr family? 

A No,,on the contrary. When I raceived the first reports 
about it, I complained to Reich Minister Lammers about that 
peculiar ideae 

~ The tcp SS and Police Leader Ost was Obergruppenfushrer 
Krueger. When was this SS leader recalled and how did it. come 
about? 

A After the relations between him ane myself became entirely 
impossibls, he founded an SS and police revive and it could not be 
Solved in any othsr way but thet either he or I had to gos I think 
that at the last moment, by intervention of Koltenbrunner, if I 


remember ecrrectly, and cf Bache42lewski, that peculiar fellow was 


~ The Prosecution once mentioned that it was nore a personal 
struggle fcr power, or is it, rather, correct that there were dife 
ferences cf opinion in basic questions? 

A Of course it was a struggle for Powers, I wanted to ese 
tablish power in the sanse cf my memeranaca to the Fuehrer, and 
therefore I had to fight the power by viclence, 

% The successor of Ss Cbergruppenfuchrer Krueger was SS 
Qbergruppenfushrer Konpe, Were his principal ideas different? 

A Yes., I had that impression, and I am thinking cf him when 
I say that even in the SS, especially in the oS, there were many 
decsmt pecple, very sensitive in matters of law. 

2 Were there, in the Gcvernnent General, Polish and 
Ukrainian police? 

à Yes, there were 25,000 mən cf Polish security and criminal 
ane order police, anc about 09,000 men cf Ukrainian police. They 
also were under the German police chief, 
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2 Witness, now I come to one of the most important questions, 
In 1942, in Berlin, Vienna, Heidelberg, and Munich, you made 
Spseches before large audiences. What was the purpose cf these 
address2s anc what were tha ecnsequences fcr you? 

A The speeches can bə reade Itb was the last effort that I 
made tc psrsuade Hitler, by the tremendous resonanee of the German 
people, about the necessity cf law. I stated at thet tine that the 
Reich cculd not exist without law, and more in that vein. After 
I hed been under police Surveillance for several Gays in Munich 
and in places cf these speechss, I lcst all my Party functions. 
Since it was a matter of Sup2rior policy under the scversignty of 
the German Reich, I would not like tc meke any more statements 
abcut it. 

2 Is it correct that in ecnneetion with that you cffered your 
resignation, ‘anc what was the answers 

A I cffered ny resiznaticon permanently, so tc say, and I 
received the sane answer, that for foreicn political reascns I could 
not be released, 

2 I crizginally intended to read tc ycu from your diary a 
number cf quotations which the Prosecuticn has submitted, but in 
consideration cf the fact that the Prcesseution may do Chat in the 


course cf ths orcss examination, I fcreec that and at the time I 





have no mcrs questions tc the Wwitnssse 

THE PRÆSIDENT: Dees any other member cf the defendants’ 
ecunsel wish tc ask any cu2stions? 

Does the Prcsecution wish to ercss examine? 

CROSS fXAMINATION 

BY CCLONAL SMIRNOV: 

2 Defendant, I would like tc know what ycur positicn is as 
Co your legal situation anë the place ycu occupied in the Fascist 
State. Please tell me when ycu were naned Gcvernor cf Occupied 
Poland and who you were directly subcrdinated CCo 

A The date is the 26th cf October 1939, On that day, the 


directive abcut the Governor General was issued. 
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2 Ycu remember, no dcubt, that by the order of Hitler dated 
the lath cf Octcber 1939 ycu were directly subcrdinated te Hitler, 
weren't you? 


A I cid not get the first part. What was it, please? 


ra 
e 


Fa 


Do you remember the crdar cf Hitler concerning your noinie 
nation to the post of Gcverncr cof Occupied Pclanc? It was dated 
the 12th of October 1939, 

A That was in no way consequential, because on the 26th of 
Cetcber 1939 the decree came cut, and you can find it in the 
Reichsgssetzblatt. Before Chat, as Chief of Aéministraticn, I 
was with the military commandsr. TI have explained that already. 

2 Yəs, but by this crdsr cf Hitler you were directly 
Subcrdinated to hime Dc ycu ramember that? Paragraph 3, Article l, 

a What Kind of an order is that? I shculd liks to see ite 
The chisfs cf administration cf the cecupied territories were all 


liumediately undsr the Fushrer, 
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Yes, I can say for clarification that in Paragraph 3 it Says 8 
"The Governor General is immediately subordinate to Mee" 
But in paragraph 9, it sayss 
"This decree becomes valid aS soon as I have withdrawn the 
mission of the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces for the 
Institution of the Military administration," 
And that happened on the 26th of October. 
Q I agree with you fully, and we even have details about that in 
Book V, which you no doubt knowe 
å Yes, and there we can find the decree, of course, 
Q Well, when this order came into force, whom were you directly 
Subordinated to? 
A What shall I read here? There are several marks herce 


Q V also states that this order came into force on the 26th of 


October, Well, when this order came into force, whom were you subordinated 


to? Was there any other order changing this state of things? 
is There is only one basie decree about the Governor Generale. That 


is this one. 


Q It means that there was no other fundamental order of Hitler? 
ds Oh yes, there are some, for instance ==- 
Q No, I mean determining the state of administration, Was there 


any other order? 

In May I say that you can find it best on page A-100 in your book, 
and there you have the decree of the Fuchrer verbatim. 

Q Yes, that's righte 

I And it says also in paragraph 9; "This decree shall be in 
effect ese." and so On, and that date was the 26th of October e. 

Q Yes, that is quite righte That means that on the 26th of 
October, for occupied Poland you were directly subordinated to Hitler, 
is that right? 

A Yes, yes, indecds. 

Q Then please tell me =- maybe you will remember this =e when and 
by whom were you nominated plenipotentiary for the carrying out of the 


Four-Year Plan in Occupied Poland? 


iT 9 A 
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A By Goering. 

Q That means that you were the plenipotentiary of Gocring for the 
carrying out of this plan, were you not? 

A The story of that mission is very briefly tolde The activities 
of several plenipotentiaries of the FoureYear Plan in the Government 
General were such that I was greatly concerned about it. Therefore, I 
approached the Reichsmarshal then and asked him to make me plenipotentiary 
for the Four-Year Plan. That was later, 


Q ånd that is what happened? 
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Ae That was later. 
we No, it was in December 1939, 

‘ie December 1939, yes, quite latere 

Qe You mean that at the beginning of December 1939 you were his pleni- 
potentiary, were you not? 

ite Goering? Well, I was plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan. 

Qe Now, maybe you will recall, defendant, the first order regarding the 
organization of the Administration in Occupied Poland. Do you remember that 
order? 

Äe Yes. That is here is it not? 


Qe Perhaps you recall paragraph 3 of that order. 


Qe It says that the director of the Administration of Occupied Poland was 
directly subordinate to you and also the Hich Commander of the SS and of the 
Police. Does that not prove that ever since the first days of your Governor- 


ship you took over the comand of the SS, and that means the responsibility 


for its actions? 


t+ 


Ae No. I definitely answer that question with "no", but I would like to 
make an explanation. 
Ye Witness-~ 

THE PRESIDENT: Let him make his explanation. 

Defendant, you may mike your explanation. 

THE WITNESS: I wanted to make a very short statement, There is an old 
legal principle which says that nobody can transfer more rights to anybody 


else than he had himself, Wha stated here was the ideal image which I 


H. 
p- 
H 
g 
E 
¢ 


had before me and how it should hve been, Everybody has to admit that it is 


natural and logical that the police should be subordinate to the administrative 


TA 
I 


persone The Fuehrer, who could cecide, did not make that decree. I did not 


have the power and the force to put this decree, which I put in nice words, 


BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 


Je If I understand you, then, this paragraph 3 was an ideal Which you 


h ya 
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strove to attain but which you did not manage to attain. Is that not so? 

tte I beg your pardon, but I could not understand that questione A littl 
slower please, and may I have the translation into German n little slower? 

Qe Should I reneat the question? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yese 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 

Qe I asked you the following. This statement can be understood in the 
following waye Paracraph 3 of this order was an idenl which you strove to 
attain, and which you declared, but which you could not attain. Ts that so? 

Ae which I could not achieve; and that can be seen by the fact that, of 
necessity, later, a special State secretary for Security was attempted as 
another way oute 

Qe And that is what I mean to take up now. Meybe you will recall that 
in April, 1942, special negotiations took nlace between you and Himmler. Did 
these negotiations take place in April of 1942? 

Ae Yes. Of course, I can not tell you the date offhant?, but that was 
always my intention, I always attempted that. 

Qe In order to verify this, I turn to your diary. Perhaps you will re- 
coll that as a result of these negotiations an understanding was come to. 

Åe Yes, an understanding was achieved. 

Qe In order to refresh your recollection as to the circumstances, I will 
Give you this volume of your diary so that you may have the text before yous 

4. Yes, I am ready. 

Qe I would like you to turn to paragraph 2 of this agreement, which says. 

THE PRESIDENT: Where can we find this? Is it under the date 14 April 
1942? 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Yess that is quite right. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we have sot ite 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: It is document USSR-223. It has been translated into 


English and we will distribute it directly. 


IFE PRESIDENTs:: I think we have it now; we werc only trying to find the 
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COLONEL SMIRNOV: It is at page 18 of the English text, 

TEE PRESIDENT: Yese Go one 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 

Qe I beg you to recall the contents of this paragraphe. It says that 
the high chief of the SS and the Policc, State Secretary for Security Affairs, 
is suborcinnted directly to the Govornor Genoral, and, if he is absent, then 
to his deputy. Therefore, Himmler agreed with your idegl in this respect. 

Ae Certainly; on that day I was satisfied, but a few days later the 
whole thing was chanzecd. I can only say that these efforts on my part were 
continued, but unfortunately that was never put into effect and never could 
be put into effect., 

You will find here in paragravch 3, if you care to ro on, that the Reichs- 

a 


fuehrer SS, according to the expected “ecree by the Fuchrer, could rive orders 


to the State Secretary. So, you sce, Fimmler, here, had reserved thc richt 
to give orders to Kruercr directive 

J. That is true. Then, in that case, I ask you to turn to another part 
of the document. 


iie Mny I say in that connection that that agreement, or that understand- 


ing, never was put into effect, as such, but, in the form of a Fuchrer decree, 


was published in the Reichszesetzblatt. Unfortunately, I do not know 








ee NN 


the date of that, but you can find the decree about the reculation of 
security matters in the Government General, and that is the only 
authoritative statement. Here, als , reference is made to the expected 
agcree by the Fuchrer, and that was just a draft of what was to be expected 
to come out in the Fuchrer decrece 

Q Yes, I was just going to pass on to that. That means that ycu 
agree that this decision was merely toxtually a decree of the Fuchrer? 

A That I cannot say offhand. If you will we good enough to rive me 
the words of the Fuehrer decree I will be able to tell you about that, 

Q Yese 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: This order is in your document book, Your Honors, 

A Now I don't have the document, It seems to me that tiga most 
essential parts of that agreement have been taken and put into this decree, 
with a f@w changes. However, that book has been taken away from me and I 


cannot compare ite 


Q We will submit the book to you now. 
A There were very important changes made, unfortunately. 
Q Yese I would like you to turn to paragraph 3 of Hitler's decree, 


dated 7 May 1942, which says that the State secretary for Security is 
directly subordinated to the Governor General. Does this not confirm the 
fact that the police of the governorshi peceneral were, nevertheless, directly 
subordinated to you? That is in paragraph 3 of the decree, 

A I want to say that that is not so. The police were not subordinat 
to me, even by that decree, only the State secretary for Security. It does 
not say here €hat the police are subordinate to the Gov srnor General, only 
the State Secretary for §ecurity. If you read paragraph h4, then you come 
to the difficulties. It was not quoted from Hitler's decrece, because I 
would have protested against that. Fowever, it became impractical. 

Paragraph l} says that the Reichsfuehrer SS and Chief of the German Police 
is subordinate to the Gate secretary for Security in the field of security 
and the strengthening of Germandome if you compare the original agrecmont, 
such as it was, in the diary, you will find that in one of the most important 
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fields the Fuehrer had changed his mind, that is, concerning the commissar 
for the strengthening of Germandom.e That is the title for the Jewish 
question and the question of colonization. 

Q I believe, defendant, that you have only taken into consideration 
one aspect of this question. May I recall to your memory paragraph of 
this decree, which, in point 2, reads as follows: 

"The State Secretary"--and this means Krueger, I suppose--"can receive 
the consent of the Governor to carry out this policy." 

Paragraph 5 says that in case of disagreements between the Governor 
General and the Chief of Police, a decision must be made through channels 
of the Reich Ministry and Chief of the Chancellery. 

Does this not prove the existence of vast rirhts, in view of the 
direction of the police in the gcovernoregeneralship and also as to your 
personal responsibility for the activity? 

A The wording of the decree testifies to it, but the actual 
development was quite to the contrary. I believe that we will come to that 
in detaile I say, therefore, that any attempt to gain some influcnce over 
the police and the SS has always failed. 

Q Then whose attempt was this? This was an attempt of Hitler's? 
He signed this decree, did he not? Does this mean that Krueger was more 
powerful than Hitler? 

A That question is not quite clear to me. You mean that Krueger did 
anything against the decree of the Fuchrer? OF course he did, but that has 
nothing to do with power. That was considered a tremendous concession made 
to me by Himmler. 


I want to point to a memorandum of the summer of 1942, I think, shortly 
AN’, 


after that decree came up, which I had sent to the -Fuehrere 
Q We will look into that memorandum later, 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn nowe 


A recess was taken until 100 hours.) 
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HANS FRANK * me Resucde 
CROSS EXIMINATION .. Continucde 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 
Q Tell us, Defendant, who was responsible for Party policy in 
the Government Genoral? 
A I hear nothing at all, 
Q I have the following question to put to yous After the 6th 
of May, 1942 == 


A "à "2 « f) 
4& Oth of May? 


sP E e Nie OAs idee i ow ee — . 
Q Yes, 6th of May, 1942, ofter the Nazi organization had been 
organized in tho C 2vernnent General, who waa y minated ta 7 it >and] 
VF oeNlZed in tho Government Gencra 6 “110 WAS nominated to be its leader? 
À } 5 Tan rs 20 445 4 f 7 ot f Y $ aS e ? > “ . | 
A Thus, the loadeorsh p of that administration, of the absolute 


political life and the police, was concentrated in your hands, Therefore, 
you are responsible for the activity of the police and the political 
life there, 

A If I am to answer that question, then I must protest that you 
are saying that I had control of the police, 

Q I believe that that is tho only way one could interpret the 


-< 


Fuchrer*s orders and the other documonts which I have put to you, 


L. No doubt, if you disregard the facts and the truth of the life. 
Q nell, thon, lot's pass on to another Group of questions, You 


heard of tho existe neo of Maidanck only in 1944, isn't that so? 


Vr 


A In 1944 the name Maidanels came to my knowledge for the first 
2 


a Tf. à e gqne -_ . x . 
time. It was Specially communicated to me by the chief of press, 


Q I will now show you a document which was presented by your 
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and which was compiled 
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Hitler, 


sle la , 
tho 


Wish to romind you that this is datod 


We A 
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Ine 
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te © te 


proof of tho Q 
orman 
of the chiof of tho sccurity polico and 


Go neral e ” 


ed liay 1946. I will read one 


nee of confidence in 


TN) 


you ond which is a roport 


7th of June 


leadership, I enclose oa characteristic excerpt from tho roport 


of the SD in tho Goverment 


L. Just a moment. I havon't found the passase here on page 35 
of the Germa text, and it is differently worded, 

Q linve you found this place now? 

A Yose But you started with a2 different sentence. The son- 


4 i ka Wa ee AEN AE S 
tence here starts i CONSlacCrablo nart of 
mI POMPAT aaa E E PE 5! 
Lid PRESIDENT: nich pao? 
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1 intelligentsia" =- 
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Q It is cortified in the German text, Inst paragraph, 

à It storts in this document of mine With the words "a considersblo 
portion..." 

Q All right. Tnaen I will continue. As a woof of the absence of 


* + . m -> K as 7 rn “nm en g Ma : Va pe + = 
conficenee in Genann Jeacersh Lp I include z reprt from the Chief of the 


pP p ; +} ne at yar T rori ng 
Et one SD in the Govornuont ouere . Covering the 


H 
tJ 
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Security Police 
period from thie 3lst of wey 1943, 

å Would you be good enouch to show m the pessase, I don't think it 
is here. whatever you have just quoted is not contained in tho Ai I 
have got hero, 

No, it is there; it is somewhet o part of the quotation, 

å J think it has bean omitted froin this one, 

Q I m storting in that port which yu find lcwer, ot the bottom, it 


is there. "A lerge part of the Polish intelligentsia would not let itself P 


U 


however, be influencec by the news from Katyn ~~ and is opvosed to the 


° d 


Similor crimes of the Gerwns in Auschwitz," 

I skip ^ few prts and I c nbinu: “Amongst the w rking classes in so 
far as they are nt C mmunistically inclined, even if this Inform ti n is 
not denied, it is pointed out that the attitude towards the Poles is in no 


wre, <7 ] = d- =" m- EAT ai me f yY , ole ve ry -$ 7 y wU a | La a > eas K Ta 1 en S Ta oa 
way better, [here ore concentration c mps at Auschwitz ond Mreidanck where 


(IN 
H 
~ 


the mass murcers of Poles continu usly tok pl:nec," 

iow can one consider this port of your report which mentions fuschwit z 
anc. iiaiconek, where mss mrder tok place, with your stetenent that ysu 
heard of Mcidanck miy at the end of LIL, This 


.. < As ~ = ~~ ; rf. a my fe Dkr - ow r m è O P9 
you mentioned both Mai canek rrd K 1byn 


A With reference to hinicenck, we were t wlking “bout the extermination 


=ó 


of Jews. The extermination of Jews in Moidanek becerme know to me Curing 


the sumer of 194e Up to now the word "Moeidenekt } S always been mentioned 


S i5 


in comection with the oterminnticn of Jews 


‘we 


f eo oe . i A a T- hs! sites oo te Pee “Kt ca) ’ ma Saran 1 s 
Q Conso ucmtly, we con uncerstend zou in tne Lo.owing wey, that in 


of ote 


May 1943, you heard of the mase murder of Poles in Moidanes end in LILA 
you heard of the mrss sh potings and kiiling cf Jews 
h I ber; your pardon, Dic yuu soy 1944 in conncetion with the Jewish 


cxvormination, beecsuse that is when the officiel cCocuments were handed to me? 


+ 
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w And you heard of the mass killings of the Polcs ond in 1943 — 

A It stənds in my momrendun ana I don't protest, These are the frets 
as I put then before the Fuchrer, 

4 Lf will ask thot the fb swing cocument be show to Yue Do you 
know this cœ urent 9 “RO You acquainted with it: 

A It is 2 ceeree dated the 2nd of October 1943, I assume thet the 
entirely is in the original decree. 

9 tes, in full agreoment with tho ori final text end we con cven offer 
vou am compare it snd your defense will be able to verify it. What do you 
think of this lew simed by you 

A cs, itis kre, 

Q You were President of the Reich Aendemy of Law, Fr m the legal 
point of vic Ny Wheat do you think of this law Signed by vou? 

THE PRESIDENT: uhat is the numer of Wg 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: It is USSR Exhibit 335, ir, President. 

THE WITNESS: This is the seneral wording of an order c nstituting a 
court martinl, It is stated that the proceedings should be headed by a 


Sea — a 5 imda i Ra %& SST 4. i oF tt is Ay AART p 
uasre that ~ VOcuncnt Ls T De i Ade CUG LO VE CortiliLed mc th ‘co he 
A Oe ? 3 
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proceecings shoulec be recorded in writing. Apart fron thot, I had the 


Nat howe fer de oe P z: 
Mthority to sive wrdons so 
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that every sentence had to come before me, 

Q I would like you to tell us who were members of this court. Could you 
please pay attention to pa agraph 3, point 1 of paragranh 3? 
the Security Police, yes, 

Q You were telling us of your histile attitude to the oD, Why, then, did you 
give the SD the right to exert oppression against the Polish population? 


- 


4, Because that was the only way by which I could exert influcnee on the sent- 
enecs, If I had not published this decree, then there would have been no control 
and the police would have acted guite blinal;;, 

Q You spoke of the right of amnesty, which was entrusted to you. I remind yo 


that the verdict of this court was to be put into cffeuct immediately, that the 


court could not change this verdict if it was to be put into effect immediately, 
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li the condemned person was to be shot immedict sly, Could you agree with that? 
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Q Just you, but thi 
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sentence had to be cerried out immediately, 
* ` . ae . a Ps <p ° wes e a E oe n FE. L ~~ — "o - A wr ao b ò -c Y 
& That is the general instruction which I həd given; tnat was the same time 


when I had been given powers to repricve and that committee which dealt with par- 


if 
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l Since you have spoken of the right to repricve, I will put to you another 


question, Do you remember the AB Action? 


Q Do you renember that this action Significd the extermination of thousands 


of Polish intellectuals? 


«and what did it signify in that case? 
ä Jt was cone within the framework of the gencral appeasing action and it 
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was my plan that by mesns of a properly arranged Procedure, willful actions of 


the police should be excluded; that was 211 contsined in thet. 
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Sons who were subjected to AB Actions 
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e How did you treat per- 
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Q Now defendant, I am speaking of words which in my consideration 
in the eyes of a jurist cannot be nisinterpretede 

"The reprieve committee which is submitted to me is not concerned with 
these matters. \B operation must be carried out exclusively by SS Chief 
Krueger and his organization. This is a purely internal repressive 
operation which goes beyond the limits of a normal procedure," 

That is to mean you rejected your right of reprievee 

A At that particular moment but if you follow the further 
developments during the following weeks then you will see that it never 


became effective. That was an intention, a bad intention which, thank God, 


stopped in time. rerhaps my defense counsel will be able to say a few words 
on the subject later. 
Q One single question arises here. Did you reject your right of 


reprieve while carrying out the separation or not? 


A NOe 
Q Well then, how can you account for your words, this one sentence? 


"The reprieve committee is not concerned with these matters."? 


3 


LT > 3 -~ a PEE eS aa. re er a 
“Ow Should we interpret these words? 


A This is not a decree, it is not an edict, it is not the final 
ruling on the matter. t is a remark which was made after days of 


negotiations. Yne must recognize the final picture of a development and 
not learn the various motives as they came up during the develomment,. 


v 


Q Yes, I understand that very well, defendant. But I would like 


to ask you, to remind you, that this statement was made during a conference 
with the police, that you instructed the police in that matter, 

A Not during that meetins. I assume it came up at some other 
meeting or occasion. Here we only discussed that one action. After all, 
i had to talk to Secretary of State Buchler first. 

Q Well, all right. While discussing with the police the AB operatio 
you stated that the results of this action would not concern the reprieve 
comittee, is that right? 


A That sentence is contained in the diary, yes, but it is not the 








TT 


final. result but rather at the intermediate stage. 

Q Perhaps I can recall to you another sentence in order that you 
may judge the results of this actione Perhaps you can recall this part 
which I will put to youe You stated the following: 

"We need not shut up these clemènts in German cencentration camps for 
in that case we would have to carry out unnecessary correspondence with 
their families. We will liquidate them in the country and we will do it in 
the simplest forme" 

What you mean is that this would Simply be a question of Liquidation, 
is that not so? 

A That is 2 terrible word, Thank God that did not become a fact 


in this connectione 


A 


<r 


TCS; but these persons were executed. How do you mean this was 
not carried out? 

Evidently this was carried out for the persons were executede 

A When they were sentenced they were killed, if the right to 
reprieve was not exercised. 

Q And they wer: condenned witthout the right of reprieve, that is 


without the right of applying the right of reprieve? 


A I do not believe so. 
Q Unhappily, these persons are not here and therefore evidently 


they were executed, exterminated, 

A Which people? 

Q Those who were arrested because of the AB operation, I will 
remind you of anothor excerpt connected with this AR operation. If you did 
not agree with the police in regard to their police actions it would be 


difficult to explain the celebrations in connection with the departure of 


Brigadefuchrer ~treckenbach when he left for Rerlin, Does this not mean 


that you were at least on friendly rclations with him? 


- 


A I do not think that this is in any way in keeping with the truth 
and I think you know that as wcll as the others, 


Q I will remind you of one part of your speech in regard to the 


= 
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Brigadefuehrer Streckenbach, one sentence only. You said: 

"What you, the Fuchrer, and your people have done in the Governor 
Generalship must not be forgotten and you need not be ashamed of alj. of itẹ" 

Does that not mean, docs it not testify to quite a different attitude 
toward Streckenbach and his people? 

A And it was not forgotten cither, 

COLONEL SITIRNOV: I havo no further questions to put to the defendante 

THE PRESIDENT: Docs that conclude the cross-examination? 

Re DODD: I have only one or two questions, if your Honor pléascse 
BY MR. DODD: 

Q In the course of your examination I understood you to say that you 
had never gathered to yourself any of the art treasures of the Government 
General, By that I do not suppose you to mean that you did not have them 
collected and registered for you did thom collected and registercd, is not 
that so? 

A Art treasures in the Government General were authoritatively 
collected and registered officially and the book has been submitted here in 


Courte 


Q Yese And before you got there you told the Tribmal 


od 


that one 


Ae lu 


A LAN 


Duerer collection had already been seized, before you took over your dubie 
A May I ask you to understand it as follows: 
These were leaves of pictures made by Duerer which had been collected 
from the counties, tho various “istricts before the civilian administration 


started to worke Muchlmann went to Lemberg and collected them from the 


library whereas 
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I had not been tc Lemberg at all before that tinse These leaves, 
thes3 sheets were then taken directly tc the Fuehrar H2 or the 
Reichsmarshal Gosrins, I am not surge 

2 They were collected fcr Gosring, that is what I am driving 
ate Is that not a fact? 

A Secretary cf State Mu2hlnann, when I asked Him, told me 
was coming by order cf the Reichsmarshal and that they were collecte 
ed by order cf the Reichsmarshal. 

4 And were there not scmə other art objects that were cole 
lected by the Reichsmarshal ana alac by ths defendant Rosenberg 
at the time ycu tolc. the Tribunal ycu ware toc busy with war tasks 
to get involved in that sort cf thins? 

A There is ni thins like that known te mə with reference to the 
Government Generale Rosenberg's Acticn Staff had no jurisdiction 
in the General Gcvarnnent ane apart fron the ecollecticn cf the Cole 
Poser Elsner and a Jewish library fron Lublin I hee no cfficial 
duties tc demand the return of any art trensures fron Resenberze 

l} But there were soma art trsasures in your POSS3ssion when 
you Wore captured by the American forces. 

A Y3Se They were nct in my possessicn, I was safeguarding 
Chem but not for mysslf. They were nct under my innediate controle 
Chey had bsen taken away by me ab once when the Cowns were inflanede 
They could not be Safesuardad or secured any coher way, aside fron 
that these art treasures are Sc widely known that they ars numbers 
Ons tc ten on this list so that oven if ycu wanted tc you could not 
aonropriate theme You eennct stəal a Mona Lisa, 

2 Well, I merely wantəd tc clear that un, 

I knew ycu hat gaia cn interrcsation there were some in ycur 
possessicn.e. I an nct trying tc inply ycu were holdinz them for 
yourself if ycu were note However, I think ycu have made that Clear, 

& Perhaps, if T may, I wculd likes tc remark in this connection 
Since I an Narticularly keen on Clarifying these points, that these 
art treasures with which we are ccneerned, cculd only bea made sat. 


in that particular Waye Otherwise they would have 4cOten lost, 
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Y Very welle I have ons other matter I would like to elear 
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up and I will not be long, 

Q I understcod you also to say this morning that you had 
Struggled for sometime tc effect thes release of the Craccw pro- 
fessors whe were ssized anë sant to Oranienburg scen after the 
cecupation cf Polande New, cf course, you are probably familiar 
with what you said about it ycurself in your diary, are you? 

A Yes, I know that and I said so this mcrnins, thet quite 
apart from what is said in the diary what I said this morning is the 
truth and you must never forget thant I had to speak amongst a circle 
cf deadly enemies, people who reported every word I said either to 
the Fushrer or Himmler, 

Q Well, cf course, you recall that you suggested that they 
shculd have been retained in Poland and liquidated cr imprisoned 
theree 

A Never, not even if ycu put the statement to me, I will tell 
ycu that I never cid thate On the contrary, I received ths proe 
fesscrs from Cracow and talked tc them quietly and at leneth, Ree 
garding everything and all the matters that have happened that is 
the one I reegrst the most. 

Q Perhaps you do not umerstan mes I am talking about what 
you wrcte in your own diary about these professcrs and I shall be 
glad tc read it tc you and make it available tc ycu if you cara to 
ccntest ibe You are nct denyinz that ycu seit thay shculd either be 
returned fcr liquidaticn in Poland and imprisoned in Poland, are you? 
You do nct deny that? 

A I have just told you that I did say all that sc that I 
eculd exist in front cf my enemies but the truth is I have libernted 
the prcfesscrs anc nothing after all had happened to them after bhate 


All righte 


g~ 


Were you also talking for special purposes when you gave 


Ganeral Krueger that fond farewell, the 5S and higher police authori- 


by? 
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A That was definitely the sane thin-. Perhaps I may Say, Mro 
Prosecutor, that I edmit altogether without restriction what can 
be admitted but I have also sworn tc add nothing and no one ean 


admit any more than I haves done by handins over these dinrics, What 


! 
L: 
UY 
~ 
l 








H0113 —0056 


18 ApreA-GiS-15-1 


Qe No, I'm not asking you to add anything to tt; rather, I was trying to 
clear up because you've made a rather difficult Situation, perhaps, for your- 
self and for others. You sees if we can! believe what you wrote in your diary, 
I don't know how you can ask us to believe what you say heree You were writing 
those things yourself and at the time you wrote them, I assume you didn't 
expect that you'd be confronted with them. 

THE PRESIDENT: Does he not mean that this was a recorc. of a specch that 
he has made? 
ed in his diary. 


“Re DODD: n his diary, vese It is recor: 


THE PRESIDENT: ‘When he said, "I did it so I could exist"? 


THE PRESIDENT: I presume that that particular record is a record of 
some speech that he made. 

MR. DODD: It is. It is entered in the diarv. 

tie (Continuing) May I be allowed to say Something more to thate I 
didn't put myself in a difficult position, The developments of the war meant 
a dreadful situation for every administrative official. 

Qe Finally, do you recall an entry in your diary, in which you stated 
that you had a lone hour and a holf with the Muehrer and that you hade- 

Åe Please, when was the last conference? 

Qe “ell, this entry is on Monday, the 17th of March, 1941 =-=- 

March 17, 1941. It's in your dinrve 

Ae That will probably be one of those few conferences; whether I was 
alone with him, I don't know. 

Ye In which you said you and the Fuchrer had come to a complete agree- 
ment and that he approved all thc measures, including oll the decrcus, 
especially also the enti re orranizetion of the enurntry., Would you stand by 
that today? 

Ae Noe 

Qe You say that wasn't a spoeche 

Ae But perhaps I may say the following: The Fuehrer's agreoments “lwors 


happened very spontaneously, but tho carrying out always dragged outs; it kept 


one waiting e $137 << 








sso MNADA 


Qe ‘Was that onc of the times you complained to him that you told us 
about this mornine? 
ie I have complaincd continuouslye As you know, I havc offcred to 
resign on fourtcen occasions, 

Qe Yes, I know; but on this occasion did you make many complaints and 
did you have the approval of the Fuchrer or did he turn down your complnints, 
m this occasion of the 17th of March, 1941? 

fe Tho Fuchrer had the very simplc way vut by saying, "You'll havo to 
talk to Himmler about thate" 

Qe Well, that isn't really an answere You've enterod in your diary 
that you talked it out with him and that he approved everything, and you make 
no mention in your diary of any cisappointment over the filing of a complaint. 
Surely, this wasn't a specch that you were recording in your diary; it scems 
to be a factual entry on your conversations with the Fuchrer. And my question 
is simply, do you now admit that that was the situation or are you saying that 
it was a false entry? 

Ae Please, I didn't say that I was making false entricse. I'tvo never 
saic. that, and I'm not going to argue about words. I am merely saying thot you 
must judge the words according to tho entire context. If I an emphasizing 
before the officials that the Fuchrer has reccivcd me and has agreed to ny 
measures, then am saying that to back up my own authority md maintain it, 
which would be impossinle without tho Fuehrer's agreement. ‘What my thoushts 
were, that doesn't become clear from ite what I want to emphasize, Mr. 
Prosecutor, is that I'm not going to argue about words or am I asking toe 

Qe Very well, I don't care to press it any further. 


THE PRESIDENT: Dr, Seidl, ĉo you wish to reexamine? 


BY DR. SEIDL: 

Qe “Witness, the first question put to you by the Soviet Prosecutor was 
whether the chicf of the NSDAP was in the General Government, and you answered 
"yes". Did the Party have any decisive influence in the Government Coneral on 
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the political and administrative life? 
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Ae Noe The Party as an organization in that theatre was under my 


command, yes; but, of course, only nominally, 


àll the Party officials were 


appointed by Bormann; about thet I was never asked. There is 4 special 


Fuchrer dcocree for the 
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districts of the NSDAP in the occupied territories, and it Says in that 
that they are immediately under Bormam'!s jurisdiction. 

Q Did your activity in that theatre of the NSDAP, that is, the 
Government General, have anything at all to do with any security police 
affairs? 

A The Party was much too small and couldn't play any important 
parts; it had no state functions, 

Q The next question: The Soviet Prosecution have showed you 
USSR 335, in paragraph 6 it stateseethis is the decree on court martials. 
It states in paragraph 6: "Sentences of the court martial must be carried 
out at once." Is it true if I say that there was no formal legal means 
against these sentences, but that a reprieve was perfectly feasible and 
possible? 

A Certainly, but, nevertheless, I must say that this decree is 
an impossibility. 

Q Which conditions in the Government General were the cause of 
the decree, this decree on October the 2nd, 193, and I’ thinking in 
particular of the security situation? 

A If I look back on that, then I can't think of any cause which 


would make such a demand possible; but, if you put yourself back into 





the war and the flames in all the places, then this was an explosive 
measure, a desperate measure, rather I wanted to say. 

Q I now come back to the "AgBe" Action, Is it true that as 
early as 1939, there was a decree on a court martial which had consider- 
ably larger legal guarantees than that of 143? 

A Yese 

Q And is it alsco torrect that those arrested in the "A,B," action, 
and of the strength of this decree and during those proceedings, were 
sentenced or acquitted? 

A Yese 

Q And if it also true that all sentences from those courts 
martials, at least in accordance with your will, were handed to the 
reprieve commission under secretary of State Buehler? 


A Yes. 
«Hao « 
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Q The Prosecutor of the United States has accused you that in Neuhaus, 
where you were arrested after the collapse of the German armed forces, there 
had been found a large number of art treasures, not in your house, but per- 
haps in the official building of the Governor Generale Is it true that 
State S.cretary Dr. Buchler, together with a letter to Dr, Lammers, was 
sent off by you, which letter contained a list of these art treasures? 

å Yes; not only that, but the Chief of the "Pinakothek" in Munich 
was told by me that these articles were there; that they should be made 
secure from bombs. He has looked at the pictures and they were put ina 
cellar which was bombproof. Itm glad I did so; otherwise, these valuable 
articles would have been destroyede 

9 And now one last mattere The Prosecution have submitted document 
661-PS.e This document has a USSR exhibit number, which, unfortunately, I 
don't know at the moments This is a document which has been connected with 
the activities of the academy for German law, of which, of course, you were 
president. The document has the heading "The Legal Forming of German-Polish 
policies from the Point of View of Nationalism in the Legal Part for the 
Comnittee on Nationals in the Academy for German Law", and I'm having it 
Submitted to yous Please, will you tell me whether you've ever had this 
document in your hands before? 

A, From whom does it originate? 


Q This is USA Exhibit No. 300. 


A Does it state anywhere who worked on it? 

Q The document has no author; it's not stated on it; nor does it 
show by whose order it was compilede 

A In that case, all I can say is that I've never seen the documents 


that I have never given an order of this kind, and that, in fact, I can't 
say anything other than in practices 
Q It states here that it originates of the Ministry of Justice. 
Was there such a ministry in Kassel at that time? 
A 4 ministry in Kassel, did you say? That doesn't exist since 1866, 
DR. SEIDE: I have no further Questions. 


THE PRESIDENT: Then the defendant can return to his Secate 
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DR. SEIDL: In that casey with the permission of the Tribunal, I 
shall call witness Dr. Bilfingers 

THE PRESIDENT: Colonel Smirnov. 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Yese 

THE PRESIDENT: This document which is USSR 223, which are exe 
tracts from defendant Frank's diary, are you offering that in evidence? 
Apparently, some entries out of Frank!s diary have alrezdy been offered in 
Evidences others have note Are you wishing to offer this in evidence? 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: This document is already submitted in evidence 
under two numbers; the first number is 223=PS, which was submitted by the 
American Prosecution, and the second is 223, USSR exhibit, and was already 
Submitted by us on the 15th of February, 19h46, 

THE PRESIDENT: I sees. Have these entries which you have in this 
document been submitted under 223 USSR? You see, the PS number does not 
necessarily mean that the documents have been offered in evidences The PS 
numbers were applied to documents before they were offered in evidence; 


but the USSR 223 does imply that it has been offered in evidencee 
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) COL. SMIRNOV: This cocunent has already been presented in ewidence, 

THE PRESIDENT: Colonel Smirnov, what the Tribunal wants to know is whe» 
ther you wish to offer this USSR 223 in evidence, because unless it was road 
before it hasn't been offcree in evidence or it hasn't vonc into the record 

COL. S:IRNOV: We alreddy road excerpt on the 15th of February, and it is 
therefore, already read into the record. 

ITHE PRESIDENT: Very well. 

COL. SMIRNOV: May I retire, ire President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yos, 


RUDOLF BILFINGER, A Witness, took tho stand and testifioc 
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Q will you stand up, please, and will you tell 1 cur full nanc? 
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Q witness, since when wore you active in the RSHA, and what was your 


A Fron the end of 1937 until tho beginning of 1943 I worked in tho i. 


re =. 


RSHA where I was a Govermicnt councillor and Ob erresicrungsrat, and I was wore 


` 


king on security questions and olico questions. 

Q Is it correct that on two occasions at different timcs you were head 
of the sector of legal administration attached to the corniander of Soc curity 
Police and SD in Cracow? 


A Yese In the autumn of 19h0 I was the head of the adninistrative 


Q What wero your tasks? Pleaso rofor t the various periods and tell 
us what tasks you had to fulfill, very Dricfly, 
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A In 1940 I had the order to deal with a number of subjects in conncece 
tion with the police administration in the Govermicnt General and work on thor. 
under the Higher SS and Police leac 

Q What was the legal position of the Highest SS and Police lcader, and 
what was his relationship to the Governor General? Did the Hishest SS and Poe 
lice Leader roecive his instructions regarding the sccurity Police and the 
SD fror the Governor General? Or did he receive thon directly fron the Reichs- 
fuchrer SS and Chicf of the German Police, Heinrich Hirmier, 

Q +s it, furthermore, true that the comnander of the Security Police 
in the Govermient General, and of course of the SD, also receive?) direct orders 
and instructions from Department IV, the Gestapo, and Departnent V, the Cri- 
minal Police Department, in the RSHi? 

AA Yes. The commander of the Security Police received many orders di- 

rectly from the various departments of the Hai, particularly IV and V, 

Q Did thc institution of the State secretariat of the Security Service 
which was croated in 1942, brinz about a chanse in the legal position of the 
Governor General with reference te measures in connection with theo security 
Police and the SD? 

di fhe onploynent of the S Secretary of Stato 2s such did not alter the ıl 
legal position of the Governor General, There were merely now spheres of juri- 
diction which were added to the tasks of the Secretary of State for the Sceccu- 
rity Serviec, 


3 


Sfuchrer of the SS and Chief 


O 
cr 
D) 
C 

z 

5 
je 
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Q Do you know of a decree fya 
of the Gorman Police Himmler in the year 1939, and what was its content? 
A I know a decrece probabiy dated 1939, dealing with the employment of 


he Higher SS ana Police Leader, 
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In that decree it was ruled that the Higher SS and Police sader would 
receive his instructions directly from Himmlcr, 

Q The institution of the Secretariat of State dates from the 7th of 
May 192 and is based on a Fuchrer decree. In the employment of this decree 
another decree was issued which deals with the transfer of the business to 
the Secretary of State for the Security Service, dated June 3, 192, Do you 


know the contents of that decree? 


A The principal contents of the decrees are knovm to ME o 
Q Is it correct that on the basis of this decree, and as far as the 


Security Police were concerned, the entire political and criminal police, as 
it had been the case before, were in turn subordinated to the secretary of 
State for the Security Service directly? 

A How these two matters stood from the beginning was that they were 
under the Higher SS and Police Leader and later on the Secretary of State for 
the Security Service, 50 these decrees did not introduce innovationse It 
was merely a confirmation, 

Q Is it knom to you in Appendix B to that deerce that there are 26 
points which deal with all the Scctors dealt with by the Security Police, and 


their transfer to theo Higher SS and the Secretary of State for Security 


Service? 
A YCSe 
Q Do you know that in this decree in Appendix B Jewish mattors are 


mentioned specifically? 

A Yese 

Q Do you know that in Figure 21 of Appendix B it is ruled that 
matters of the security Police representation in the Government General 
during conferences and meetings, particularly in the central department in 
the Reich, will include the following spheres and sectors? 

A I know that such a statement was contained thereine Whether it 
was Figure 21 or whether this is the exact wording, that I can no longer 
recollect. 

Q Is it also true that on the basis of this decree the last remains 


of the Administrative Police were removed from the administration of the 
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Governor General and handed over to the Secretary of State for the security 
system, who was, after all, directly under Himmler? 

A That was the intention and the purpose of that decree, but, 
contrary to the wording of that decree, certain few sectors were not taken 
away from the administration, about which the fight continued later one 

Apart from that, all sectors of the police administration were taken awaye 

Q Witness, did the administration of the Government General have 
anything to do with the direction and administration of concentration camps? 

A To the best of my knowledge, no. 

Q You worked with the Chief of the Security Police and SD in Cracow. 
“When did you yourself hear of concentration camps at Maidanek, Treblinka 
and Lublin for the first time? 

Q May,I, first of all, correct you, I was attached to the 
Chief of the Security Police, commander of the Security Police. I heard 
of Maidanek for the first time when Lublin and Maidanek were occupied by the 
Russians; and I heard it through propaganda for the first time what the 
name Maidanek meant when at that time the former Governor Genera. Frank 
ordered an investigation regarding the events and the responsibility in 
connection with Maidanek. 

Q According to your own observation, what was the principal 
relationship between the Governor General and the SS Obergruppenfuehrer 
Krueger, and what were the reasons for that? 

A Their relations were bad from the beginning. The reasons were 
partly a question of the organization and the use of the police, and partly 
obvious differences of opinione 

Q What do you consider those differences of opinion? Do you mean 
different opinions regarding the treatment of the Polish population? 

A I can still recollect one cxample where the confirmation of Police 
court martials sentences by Governor General Frank were concernede Contrary 
to Krueger's opinion, he either failed to confirm a number of sentences or 


he ordered much milder ones. It was ine 
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Such connecticn that I heard of these differences and remember theme 
4» Were these sentences which were issued in connection with 
the soecall2d A.B. acticn? 


A J know nothing of an A.B. action, 





2 Oh, you came to the Government General later, did you? 
A I arrived apvroximately August 1940.6 
DRe SHIDL: I have no further questicns tc this witness, 


THE PRESIDANT; Do any cf the defendantst ccunsel went tc ask 


Die MERKEL: Dre Merk2l fcr the State Police. May I be pere 
mitted tc put a faw aquesticns te the witness, 
BY DR. MERKEL: 

2 Witness, the Prcsscuticn have sbteted that the State Police 
had been a cirels of persons in acecrdance with a mutual intenticn, 
and that its membership had bean voluntary. Since ycu had a leade 
ing position in the RSHA, may I ask you tc tell me bricfly what you 
Kncw cn these questions? 

A The members cf the Seerst State Pclice were cnly to a very 
small extent vclunteers. The nucleus cf the members were those 
former cfficials cof the clad political departments of the pclice presi 
dent's cffices. These fcrmar political departments under the pclice 
president cricinateé the Seerat State Pclice Department, and scst of 
the cfficials cf the former pcelitical departments were taken CVere 
So in Berlin, for instance, th3sre was Department I-A cof the Pclice 
president's department. 

Apart from tnab, administrative cfficials were transferred from 
other administrations tc the Secret State Police, cr were detailed 
bc gc there .« e e In the course cf the y3°rs cfficials from other 
Service departments anà administrations were fcrced to transfer to 
the Sseret State Police. Sc, for instance, the entire custons 
Cfficials wsre in 1944, by crder cf the Fushrer, transferred to the 
secret State Police at abcut the same time all Cccunter-intellizence 
pers -nnel wera transferred, 
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In the war years numerous members cf the Waffen 33 who were 
not able tc dc service at the front were detached and attached to 
the Secret Stete Pclice. Apart from that and to a ecnsiderable de= 
gree, people who had crizginally had nothing tc dc with police work 
were appcinted to serve with ths Secret State Police in the emergency 

Q So that if I summarize by saying that the State Police was 
a Reich authority and that the German civil servants lesislation 
would be applicable, wculd that be correct? 

A Yese 


Was it pcssible for the cfficials te resizn aasily? 


& 


4H A resignation frem the Secret St te Police was extracrdinari« 
ly difficult, and, in fact, really impossible. 4A man could cnly 
leave under certain special circunstancese 

Q It has been stated here with ref2rence tc the composition of 
the cfficials cf the Secret State Police the following ratic was 
applicable: &xecutives, about 20 percent; administrative cfficials, 
also 20 percent; and technical perscnnsl, apprcximately 60 percente 
Are these figures about richt? 

A I havs no detailed infcrmation abcut the ccmposition, but 
esrtain service departments which I kncw intimately, in their case 
Chess figures would arply, yes, 

Under whese jurisiicticn wears concantraticn camps in Germany 
and in the cocupied ccuntries? 

A Concentration camps ware under the jurisdicticn cf ths eco 
nomic and administrative central department, that is, SS Obersruppen. 


fuechrer Pohl. 
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and did the State Polico havo mything to 


ation of tho concontration ms? 


i 


L. It may be that .t tho beginning c 


administored by the Socrot 


period, but that was probably only tho ca 


instancose But it was tho principlo ovon at thet ti: 
Generally, that concentration camps were administered 


dmi 


alnistrative central department e 


$) 


u 


Do you know anything about vho 


liquidation of concentration cmps? 


i- 


gave. orders 


0 


A eS 
wi LY 


vith the ade 


oncontration camps 


sc in indivicucl 


and later on, 


for the total 


Í. lio, I know nothing about that e 
Q Can you say anything about tho basis of protective custody, 


on the of which protective custody could be 


L.. Protective custody was. Das on the decree from the Reich 
President for the protection of the nation, and the state, dated Feb. 
ruary 1955, in which a number of basic rights of tho Weimar Constitut- 
ion wore rescinded, 

0 as there a decree from theo Ministry of the Intorior later 
on which dealt with protective custody, I mom at tho end of 136 or the 
beginning of 137? 

an Yese At thot time protective custody procedure was ruled 
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isferred to the secret 


Q Is it correct that for Some time you were 


and in vhat capacity were you thero? 


n m 
s U 


ei 


was late in the summer of 


44 


mmr 
obese 


the co nder of the Security Police in 


anders, stating thet in the case of inteorro-ation of 


Lil troatment and crucltics which actually did occur 
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A It is possible. that a number of such cases of ill trent. 


ment did occur which either did talp place although they wore forbidden, 


or which were carried out by members of other sorvice authorities in 
France who did not belong to the Security Police, 

Q Did you, when you were acting in Franco, hear of my suh ill- 
treatment either officially or by hearsay? 

A 4s far as members of the Germm police or armed forces 
are concerned, I have never heard of such ill treatmont, but I heard 
of ill troatment carried out by groups consisting of Fronchmen who 
were acting by order of some German authority 


Q Were there so-called Gestapo prisons in Franco? 
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Ae Noe The Security Police in France did not haye »risons of their 
owne Their prisoners were transferred to the detention camns of the Geman 
armed forces or detention institutions of the German armed forces, 

Qe One last question: The Prosecution has listed a large number of 
crimes against humanity and the law of warfare which hove boen committed with 
participation on the part of the Security Police. Can one say that these 
crimes were perfectly »%bvicus and must have been known to all mombers 
State Police, or was it the case that these crimes were only known to a small 
circle of persons who had the task of carrying out the measures concerned? 
what was the situation in that connection? 

e I didn't quite understand the question from the beginnings Were you 
referring to France or to the Security Police generally in the Reich? 

Qe I was referring to the Security Police gencrally. 

Ae <Any ill trentment or torturine was not permitted, and according to 
my knowlod e, it was even less known generally or to a larrer circle of ~ersons 
I, for instance, knew nothing of ite 

DR. MERKEL: I have no further questions. 

THE PRESIDENT: We will adjourn now for ton minutes. 

(A recess was taken) 

THE PRESIDENT: Docs the Prosocution wish to cross examine? Is there 
nothing you wish to ask arising sut of Dr. Merkel's cross examination, Dre 
Deidl? 

DR. SEIDL: I have only one more question to the witncsse 
BY DR. SEIDL: 

Qe ‘itness, in paragraph 4 of the decree of 3 June 1942, the followins 
is ordered, ond I quote liternily. 

"The SS and police leaders in the districts, in the seme way as the State 
Sceretary for Security, are subordinate immediately to the governors of the 
district." 

It docs not say that tho entire police orennizention is suborcinnte, 


only the police lenders. 
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ca 


Now, I ask you whether orders which hed been issued by the commanders 


of the Security Police and the SD were forwarded to the rovernors or 


immediately to the officers of thc Sceurity Police in the district? 


die These orders were always sent immediately to the commanding °fficers 
m 
of the SD and S,curity Policee they could not he iven any directives, 


“e If I understand you correctly, you intend to say that the channel 
within the Security Police and the SD hat Absolutely nothing to do with the 


` M 


a iministrative Orzanization of the wovernment Goncrnal. 


Dte SEIDL: I hwe no more questions to the witness. 


~ > ~ TAIAT ` = men ae od jn ae. TR a 
TEE PRESIDENT: The witness can retiree 
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DR. SEIDL: With the permission of the Tribunal I call as the next wit- 


ness the former Governor of Cracow, Dr. Kurt von Burrsdorf. 








DR. KURT VON BURGSDORF, a witness, took the stand and tostifica AS 





BY THE PRESIDENT: 
Qe “ill you state your full name? 
4. Kurt von Buresdorf.e 
Qe Will you repeat this onth after mco: 
"I swear by God, the Almight and Omniscient, that I will sneak the 
pure truth and will withhold ond add nothin-," 
(The witness repeated the eath.) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. SEIDL; 
Qe Witness, the covernment zeneral wes divided into five cistricts, of 


A 


which you were in charge of one; is that correct? 


Qe On the lst of December 1943 until the occupa ticn of your district 
by Soviet troops wou were governor. of the district Cracow? 

ie Yes. If I may express myself correctly, I was only concerned -- 

GENERAL RUDENKO: Mr. President, the defense counsel has put the questicn 
of the occupation of this region by Soviet troopse I enerrctically protest 
azainst such terminology and consider it as a hostile MOVE o 

DR. SEIDL: Mr. President, I have just been told thet maybe there was a 
mistake. in the translation. I did not intend to say any more than that in 
the course of the year 1944 the area in wnich this witness was covernor was 
occupicd by the “oveit troops in tho course of military actione I don't know 
what the Sovietn prosecutor is protesting to; it is far from me to make any 
hostile statements. 

HE PRESIDENT: I think the point was it wasn't an occupation; it was a 
liberation by the Russian Army. 


DRe SEIDL Of course; I did not want to say any more than that the 


German troops were chased out of that ar 
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ill you please continue with vour answer? 
THE WITNESS: I wrs in charge of tho activitics of tho scovernor =-=- that 
is the correct cxnressirne Until a few months ago I was still an offi 
the amned forces; and during my entire activity in Cracow I remeincd an officer 


me armed forcese 


Qe itness, according to your observation what was the attitude, the 


princivle attitude, of the governor gencral toward the Polish and Ukrainicn 


ie I want to exnhasize that I can answer for the year 1944, åt that 


CA 


time the attitude of the covernor zeneral was such that ho intended ta see 
through a peaceful life. 

Qe Is it correct that already in 1942 the rovernor cenoreal had viven. the 
ypportunity to the governors to form administrative committcss consistine of 


Poles and Ukrainians? 


m 
` J s l d ~ an ` DA yy ae ~ B - - +. ~ ~~ ” 3 g’ ~ Ta - a, = ? ` bd 
die nere was 2 rovernmental decree to that extcnte nethnor t t was from 
A < fi k as so DÀ s 0 
1942 or not I do not know. 
. aa 3 z, mo e pA J én . S . > = ~ 7 . $ * ata n ental r N Bes . 
Qe Did you make use of the possibility of estahlishins committees in 


the “istrict? 

ie In the district of Cracow I established immediately committees of 
thet kind in every county. 

Ye Witness, according to your observati n what wos the food sity tion 
in the general rovernment and particularly in your district? 

A. It was not unsatisfactory, but I hove to sav that the reason for 


hat was thit besides the Russians, for the Polish population there was an 


Ta 
£ 


extensive black markete 

Qe According to your observation what was the attitude of the governor 
general conceming the question of the recruitine of labor? 

ite He did not intend to send any workers outside of the government 
gencral because he was interested in retainine the necessary manpower within 


the countrye 


Qe The church in the government zeneral -= was it persecuted by the 
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governor general, and what was, according to your observation, tho attitude 


of the governor general? 


ie rain I can only answer for my district and for the year 1944. 


There was no persecution of churches at that time; on tho contrary, the 


relations with the churches of all kinde wore rood in my district, an’ I have 


always received the clergymen on my travels and I 


commlainte. 


regard to these questions? 


ile Yese In the midtle of January 1944 


eencral, wh> at the same time was 
and I reccived a Party office for 
manner, as I told the Minister of 
to him thet I was a convinced Chr 
was in no way cisturbing to him, 


which would exclude thate 


Qe What, according to your 


3 


nve never hoard any 


Se Did you have any personal experience with the rovernor -encral with 


: A 1 P Whe rp n 
received by the zovernor 


tO 
H> 
H> 
H-4 
= 
“ 
ia 
vn 


the Party leader in the movernment rencral, 
the ‘istrict of Cracow. And in the same 
the Intcrior,Himmler beforc,..I n-intcd out 


istian, The frovermor rencral sai thet this 


and he knew of no point in the Party rrocran 


observation, was the relation between the 


governor gonergl and the administration of tho rovernmont eeneral on one side 


to the Security Police and the SD 


on the other sice? 


ie Doubtlessly a bad one internally, and thet for tho reason that the 


police always did what they wante 


d and wore not concerned with the acministra- 


ion, the desires of the administratione . Therefore all over the country there 


was friction between the officers 


CP A th Fa" Ay Imin d trati AY E j Hla a ai A] 4 Ve 
& F ff LLO CA Ldi 4 15 6A CO GE a 134 ai Ta nN de sle YU @ 


Qe Is it correct that when vou took officere rather n short time later- 


the governor general issued directives referrine to the police? I quote from 


the diary of the defendant Dr. Frank, the note of the 4th of January 1944. 


A B3 
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O 
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je 
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"The governor reni 


It would be his mission to inform 


conditions in the districte Firs 
act any 
A m That conversation of th O 


but is may have occurred. Howeve 


Girectives to Dr. von Burgsisrf about his activity. 


himself as a matter of nrinciple about all 


t of all, it should be his job to counter- 


perpetrations by the nolicc." 


4th of January 1944 I can not remember today, 


r, I romember that after I was put in office 
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November 1943 I had gone to see the governor general once more and told hin 
that I ha? hoard that the relations with the nolice were quite unfavorahle and 
causing groat difficulty for the administraticn. He sniad that he -id what 
he could in order to bring roasen into these relations. On the basis of this 
statcment by the covernor renoral I finally decided to remain in the 
E vernment gencral, and as it is woll known I had refused the Minister of the 
Interior of the Reich to ro thero initiallye 

Qe In your position as rovernor dic you have any authoritv over the 
S,curity Police and the SD? 
Ae In no way whatsoever, 
Qe Dic you yourself ever see a directive of the police? 
4ie No, never; police channels ga definitely directly from the hirchest 


to the next lower and them to the lowest, 
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officials; from the supreme comionder of the Security Police to the 
comma cers. 

Q In your activity as governor did you hve mything to do with the 
administration of concentration ccmps? 

A&A Never, 

Q Do you know who administered the concentration comps? 

A No, not from my om kn.wledge, but I have neard th t there ws 
some central officc in Berlin with the Reich Fuchrer SS Himualer, 

Q When did you hear for the first time of the concmtreation ccnp 
Majdanek? 

A About two wecks ago; a fortnight apo, 

Q You want to tell the Tribunal under oath — 
A Ies. 

Q =-that you, although you were governor of Cracow in the occupied 
Polish territory, thet not before your captivity did you find out about it? 

A Yes, I am convinced; I am absolutely sure thst I only heard about 
it from you. 

Q When did you for the first time hear of the concentration camp 
Treblinka? 

A From you clso on the sare occasion. 

Q Witness, the sovornor general is zcecused by the rrosecution of 
having decreed a law for courts marticls in the yoor 1943, Wht at that 
time was the situztion concerning security. in the sovernment general? 


y 


A Again I emonly judge th-+ for the yerr 1944. às Germen troops 
came bock from the East, had to retire from the East, it became worse and 
wrse, so that in my district in an incre sing mecsuroc a regular 
administration could no more be carried out, 

Q According to your observ-tion, what was the development of economy 
in the agricultural sector md the sector of trade » end co one way that 
in considerable of wir-time conditions the governor gsenornl had done 
everything to improve conditions? 

& Economy in my district was doing very well in 1944 both in the 
trades and in agriculture, There were industries which hod been 
transferred from the Rei ch to the government general, and as fer as 
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agriculture is concerned the administration brought in seed and livestock; 
also horses were raised in my district to a large extent, 

Q The defendent Dre Frank has been accused with regard to public 
health and hygicnic conditions, -- not to have done everything that was 
necessary. Wht can you say bout thet point? 

à Iocan sey thot in xy district—1944 agein=-hospitals were improved 


ond some new ones instcllca, But especinlly in the ficld of fighting 
epidemics a great deal had been done. Typhus » Gysentery, ond typhoid were 
greatly reduced by vaccination. 

Q The defendant Dr, Frank was also accused of no glecting education. 

Do you know anything about that y about conditions in the governient eoercl? 

å When I came into the government General there were no hisher schools 
left, Thereupon and on the basis of other experi.cnces I suggested 
imiediately to reinstate hirher Polish sch cls, I contacted the presicent 
of the then departient Hauptabteiluns who told ue these plans existed 
already with the soverniicnt ; and in everyone of ny ronthly reports I pointed 
the necessity of re-esteblishing these scho: ls, ond becouse of thet curing 
a very short period a lot of specislists, technicians » “nd doctars 
attended, 

Q Now, one last question, There was 2 so-called work district of the 
NSDAP in the government generel, md yuu were the leacer of that district 
for Cracow, What was the reletion betwem the governor general and the 
leader of the Party Chenecllery Borism? 

à I believe that I can say without cxagzeration that it wns a 
misercble one, As o district leader that office nas comected with tht of 
the government, I witnessed the last great struggle of the governor gencral. 
agcinst Bormann, The governor general—oenc vith full right from his point of 
Vicwe-considered it necessary to Keep the Party office seperated from the 
administrative office, He was afraid that otherwise there would be too much 
interference not only by the police but also by the Party yond tht he wanted 
to prevent. Berm nn on tho other hond, celso in the goverment emeral 9 
wanted to re-establish the predominance of the Party over the state, and that 


c2used the most sericus conflict, 


DR. SEIDL: I have no further questions, 
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THE PRESIDENT; Do any of the other defensc counsel Wish to ask any 
other questions? 

DR, LUEDINGH/U SEN: Dre Lucdinghausen » counsel for yon Nourath, 

BY IR, LUEDINGH/.USEN: 

Q Witness, you ware once Undersecretary in the Government of t he 
Protectorate of Bohemiz and Moravia? When wes that? 

A From the end of March 1939 until the middle of Merch 1942, 

Q «and to whom were you i nediately suborcinste y to State Scerct.ry 
Frank o to th: Reich Procctorate, 

A State Seerectary Frank, 

Q From whero do ycu have yup knowledge cbout tho activity of wn 
Neurath as Reich Protector? 

A From speeches ond personel, conversations, 

Q. What kind of wrk did yu have to do as Under sceretary? 

4 I was in ghorze of the administration proper, 

Q Was the Police and ss subordinate to you? 

A No, 

Q To whom were they subordinate? 

A To State Secretary Frank, 

Q What wag the position of State Secretary raik to von Neurath? 
What was the position of State Seoretary Frank in relation to von Neur ath? 

A YOu mean officially? 

Q Officially, yos a Of course, 

A Von Neurath tricd at first to get along with Frank but the stronger 
Frak 's position beecme » tae more impossible it became for von Neurath, 
State Secretary Frank, ond later Minister Frank, wos baeked up by the entire 
power of SS and the Police and he algo md the backing of Hitler, 

Q. From whom did Frenk get his orders? 

A According to my knowLecge, from Himmler; however, I witnessed nce 
or twice that he ws enlled directly by Hitler about his directives, 

Q And that hepponod by sidetmıcking von Neurath? 

A I could not gay that but I IISUNE » 

Q Was it possible for Frank that he independently, within his sphere, 


c-uld act without heving the approval of von Neurath? 
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A Whether he could, whether he could I could not decide but at any 
rate he did so, 

Q Were von Novrath and Frank of the some opinion concerning the policy 
toward the Czech people; were von Neuratch and Frank of one opinion 
concerning the policy toward the Czech people‘ 

& No. Von Newrath could not do anything, being confronted with the 
power of Hinmicr and Hitler, 

Q What was the policy of von Neurnth himself? 

A I havo just in the beriminre -= just in the beginning I spoke very 
much about these things with von Neurnth. He hoped md believed, -n the 
basis of the decree of the 15th of March, to achieve a rensonable md peaceful 
cooperation between Germans ond Czechs in the Protector ZUC. 

But due to the incressing power of Frank » that failed, didn't it? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you renomber that in the middle of No venber 1939, serious 
disturbances broke out mons the students in Pracue? 

A Yes, 

Q Do you lso reiember that on the Gay -fter these incidents » Von 
Neurath and Frank flew to Berlin? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you remember that Frark slone returned from Berlin on the same 
day? 

Å That Frank returned on the sme aay, L believe I con ruvxember but 
I do not remember whether he came al. ne, 

Q So you wouldn't knew if von Nourath returned with him? 

A New 

Q Do you know enytning clse concerning the incidents connected with 
the student disturbances and what the c nsequenecs were? 

A The consequences, as much as I remember » Sscverol students were 
executed and the schcols were cluscc. 

Q Do y-u know whether that was on the order of Hitler? 

A Yes, 

Q Do you know anything bout the attitude of ven Neureth toward the 
Catholic and Protestmt church? 


A His attitude was alwys perfect snd there was no difficulties with 
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the churches as long as I wes theres 

Q Do you happen to know that von Neurath was in special cœntact wth 
the Arch-Bishon of Prague until the latter!s ceath? 

A No, I dontt know anything about that, 

Q Do yu have any knowledge whether, curing the term of office of von 
Neurath, with his avprovel or upon his orders, art treasures of my kind, 
pictures, monuments, sculptures, libreries, or such, from State or private 
property, had ben confiscated and had bem brought out of the country? 

A Upon his orders, such things certainly have never hapnened., Whether 
he approved at any specific time, I do not know but I do not believe so. 

I renomber one inciccent in the Maltese (?) Palace, where some Reichoffice — 
and I con't remember today which it wos — removed art, Here, von Neurath 
immediately did everythin: in order to repair the danage. 

Q Do you know that the customs union whi.chhad been ordered between 
the Protectorate and Gerfany, was not corried out for a long time, upon 
orders of von Neuwreth? 

A Yes, I know obeyt that definitely; however, I have to add that also 
State Secretary Frank ot that time wos agrinst thet customs union, becouse 
just as von Neurath, he ix) ieved that the economy of the Protectorate would 
experience difficult® es and damage from the stroncer economy of Germany. 

Q While von Neurath was Reich Protectcr, were the any forcible 
deportation of workers? 

A I am convinced thst did not happen, Workers were recruited but in a 
definitely regular manner, That happened alrendy while I zs still in the 
Protectorate, 

Q Assi do you know anything as to whether von Nourath mde provisions 
for trevel to be depondent upon his official approval in or out of the 
Protectorate? 

A Whether or net von Neurath did it, I co not know At any rate, it 
was necessary to get epproval. 

THE PRESIDENT: Iry to keep it a bit slower and try to go a little 


bit slower, This Lirsht is continuclly coming on. 
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Q. Do you know anything about the closing of middle schcols? 
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A 86: Yes. 
Q Wht do you remember about them? 
A I remember thet the closing of middle schools was 2 consequence, 
a nccesscry consequence, of the closing of colleges, There had teen too 
ony Little schools in the Protectornte, N-t ^11 of them were closed, 
Specialist schools, trade schools, were approved ond probably also re- 
estoblished, 
Q Do you know anything about the attitude of von Neurath toward the 
intended Germanization of Czechoslovekis, intended by Himmler? 
& Yes, I know sdout the memormdum which von Neurath sent to Hitler 
about that whole affir, snd that memorandum wes intended to counteract 
those plons by Himmler of a forced Germanization, Von Neurath was of the 
opinion, as he told re frequently, that such tendencies cnd intentions of 
Germanization were not desirable in the interest of the Protectorate, 
DR. VON LUHDINGHAU SEN ; I have no more questions, 
THE PRESIDENT, Does the Prosecution wish to cross- 


excmine? 


CROSS-EX. MINATION 

BY MR. DODD: 

Q Tell us, pleasc, when you first joined the National Soci-list 

A he lst of May 1933, 

Q And did you achieve office in any of its affilicted organizations? 

A I an an Sa Grunenfuechrer, as on honorary degree, 

Q <Any other honors? 

A Then for a few years, such as I hed done it in the democratic 
time, I was charged with legrl affrirs of the Gau Saxonic, 

Q Weren't you also an Cberbannfuchrer in the H, Je the Hitler 
Jugund? 
A Yes, I became Oberbannfuchrer in the presence of the then Jugand 
Fuehrer Boldur von Schirnch. But thet wrs purely z imtter of politeress 


ki 


which had no consequences, 
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I would like to say one more thing. Since you spenk of party offices 9 
as it was soid before, in consequence of iy position as Governor in 
Cracow, from Jonuery 1944 until the end, that is, the middle of Jmucry 1945 P 
I ws cistrict lescar, 

Q You also reccived the Golden Badge of the Hitler Youth, did you 
not? 

a No; 
} Weren't you in some way a sociated with Reinhard Heydrich when you 
were in Prague? 

à No, I was with Heydrich until the middle of Morch 1942, Then, as 


was generrlly known, on account of the tendencies of Hoydcrich, I left the 


u 


7 


Protcctorste, and as a mon of forty-five I went into theo arny. 

Q Wht position did you occupy with reletion to Heycrich? 
à The same as under von Neurath; I was Uncersteate Secret-ry. 

Q Let ne put it to you this way; You told us that you never heard 
of Mridenck, the concentration-canp? 

&. Zee, 

Q and you never heard of Auschwitz? 
4, Of usch tz, yes, 

Q Had you heard of an installation know as J:ublin? 

a Of Lublin? Not of the concentration comp but of the City of Lub- 
lin, of course, 

Q Did you know of o concentration camp by the nome of Lublin? 

A No, 

Q You did know, I assume, of many other concentration camps by 
nome? 
A Of Gerwen cips, yes -- of Dncheu and Buchenwld,. 
MR. DODD: 202%. 198 Bll, 
iHe PRESIDENT: Have you any questions? 
DR, SZIDL: I have no more ouestions to the witness, 
THE PRESIDENT; Who is your next witness? 
Xe SELDL: The next witness world be the former 


secret sry of the Governor General Kraffezyk. However, if I 


understood the Tribunal yesterday, this session will end a 
316% 








nance MO 


he 30? 

THE FRESIDENT:; The Tribunal will ndjourmn now 
until Tuesday morning, 

(A recess was taken until Tuesday, April 23.) 
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